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TRUE CONSECRATION, 

OR 

CLOSE ABIDING OF THE HEART IN GOD. 



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

What is the standard set before us by God, and how are we 

to reach it ? 

Of all the strange inconsistencies of the present 
age there is surely none greater than the fact that 
even amongst earnest Christians there are so com- 
paratively few who lead a wholly devoted life. 
Thousands indeed are to be found, and we may 
may well thanlc God that it is so, who take the 
Lord Jesus for their Saviour ; yet but a thinly- 
scattered number — one here and one there — who 
are actually so taking Him for their own Example 
as to be steadfastly aiming at the highest standard 
of holiness. 

And we have not far to seek for the reason of 
this, since, as the essential point which is the 
foundation of all else, Christ set us the exampl«!» 

7 



2 True Consecration. 

o{ ^perfect self -surrender ; and nothing can be fur- 
ther from the spirit of the day than to accept such 
an obligation. Not many even perceive that their 
Lord's example can, in this respect, be at all binding 
to themselves. We have, generally speaking, so very 
little appreciation of the blessedness of sacrifice. 

But why is this the case } why do so few press 
on towards that perfection to which Christ Himself 
has distinctly called us ? 

It seems the more strange that it should be thus 
because there has been much stir of late amongst a 
large class of Christians on the subject oi self 'Conse- 
cration. And, without wishing to enter upon the 
question in any controversial spirit, still less wishing 
to deny that much good must have been done by 
such a movement, it may be well to ask why more of 
the higher objects of spiritual life were not gained, 
and especially what mistakes we ought ourselves to 
avoid in bending our whole energies to the follow- 
ing out of our Lord's command. For there can be 
no question as to whether the words, 'Be ye perfect, 
as your Father which is in Heaven is perfect,' are 
a real command.* We cannot lower the standard 
set before us. If we will not accept it, we must 
necessarily choose another for ourselves ; but we 
do so at our own peril. 

And if, desiring to reach the standard pointed 
out, we simply and faithfully look at the directions 
which our Lord has given as to how we are to 

• S. Matt. V. 48. 
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'keep His commandments/ we shall perceive 
clearly what conditions must be fulfilled in order 
to obtain the most abundant supply of His grace ; 
and, perceiving this, we shall at the same time 
discover what it is we are to avoid. 

Jesus calls Himself* The True Vine,' and He 
explains that we can only bring forth fruit by 
abiding in Him, and by His abiding in us. The 
branch partakes of the nature of the vine from 
which it grows : it is absolutely one with it ; it has 
no independent existence whatever. It cannot 
produce any other fruit than the fruit of the vine, 
because the sap of the vine circulates throughout 
each part of it, through every smallest leaf and 
tendril. If there is the least check to this circula- 
tion in any portion of the branch, the part where it 
is checked withers, and necessarily ceases to bear 
fruit ; but so long as a healthy union is fully kept 
up, all is of the same nature as the vine. 

It must therefore be by the very closest union 
with Christ Himself that we are to become par- 
takers of His nature, and bring forth the fruit of 
holiness. It cannot be by any single act of faith 
on our owii part, nor even by any repeated acts of 
faith, that we shall be kept from sin. However 
essential faith may be in making it possible for us 
to assume that position which brings us into con- 
nection with Christ, it cannot accomplish the work 
of which we are speaking. We can only become 
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holy with the actual Holiness of our Lord, not only 
imputedy but imparted to us. We must therefore 
fix our whole attention, not upon our own faith, 
but upon Christ Himself ; and this we must do by 
the closest and most constant personal communion 
with Him. The more absolutely we abide in Him, 
and the more our hearts are filled with His Pre- 
sence, — the more truly and literally we have no 
independent life of our own, — the more advance we 
shall make towards that perfection to which He has 
called us. 

We cannot become partakers of the Divine 
Holiness without giving up self True consecra- 
tion of the heart must necessarily include self- ^ 
renunciation; and self-renunciation, however im- 
portant it may be that we should resolve upon it 
at some definite time, that we should begin it by a 
distinct consecration of our hearts to God, is very 
far from being in itself the work of an hour. 

Surely, the very mention of the Holiness of 
Christ, — if we at all realise what it is, — in connec- 
tion with our own sinful hearts, cannot but reveal 
to us such a measure of the evil within us as must 
be a warning not to expect to gain at once, or even 
to gain speedily, the full accomplishment of our 
desires. 

We are bidden to ^ grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ ;* and those 
who, by the teaching of His Holy Spirit, have 
advanced furthest in this knowledge, and into 
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whose hearts the light -giving Presence of the 
Lord has shone most clearly, are ever most con- 
scious of the depths of evil within them. They, 
too, will be the most keenly repentant whenever 
some temptation of Satan has found response from 
that evil of their nature from which they so ear- 
^nestly long for a full deliverance. 

The Apostle St. Paul, who intensely desired to 
'know Christ, and the power of His resurrection, 
and the fellowship of His sufferings, and to be 
made conformable unto His death,' though he had 
lived a life of devoted self-sacrifice, labouring as 
well as enduring in His Master's cause to a degree 
which, whilst we may all emulate, we can cer- 
tainly none of us hope to surpass, nevertheless 
did not count himself to have already attained, 
neither to be already made perfect. He only fol^ 
lowed after perfection^ that so he might apprehend 
that for which he was apprehended of Christ* 

And we also, if we have but ears to hear and 
hearts to appreciate the full blessedness of our 
Saviour's call, may each count ourselves to have 
been apprehended, or taken hold of, by Him for 
the same most glorious purpose, namely, the being 
brought into true fellowship with Himself And 
by means of that fellowship, through the myste- 
rious power of that union, we shall gradually but 
surely be perfected, until we are even made ' like 
unto Him, when we shall see Him as He ^'j.f Amen. 

• Phil. iii. lo, 12, &c. t i S. John, iii. 2. 



CHAPTER II. 

SANCTIFICATION. 

* We beseech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable service.' — ROM. xii. i. 

There are some who object to the idea of any 
definite act of self-dedication, on the ground that 
we already belong to God, and have no power of 
giving ourselves to Him. We have but to realise 
the fact that we are indeed ' bought with a price,' 
and we shall thus, it is urged, be furnished with an 
all-sufficient motive for ' glorifying God in our body 
and in our spirit, which are God's.'* 

The truth, however, on which such an objec- 
tion is founded contains nothing that can at all 
interfere either with our right of making the most 
distinct consecration of ourselves to the Lord, or 
with the unspeakable blessing and privilege of 
doing so. 

First, because God, who desires to receive from 
us no constrained homage or enforced obedience, 
even though His service be eternal blessedness, has 

• I Cor. vi. 20. 
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purposely left our wills free. And thus He has 
rendered it possible that we should have the delight 
of * presenting ourselves to Him, a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable/ and has made a true joy of that 
self-surrender which is our reasonable service.* 

And in the second place, we may ask who 
could more entirely or more perfectly belong to 
God than His only-begotten Son.? Yet, jESUS, 
* who, through the eternal Spirit, offered i Himself 
without spot to God,'t sanctified {or set apart) Him- 
self,X He consecrated Himself to a special ser- 
vice, in order that He might, by the perfect 
sacrifice of Love, become our all-sufficient Saviour. 
For our sakes He thus sanctified Himself, that we 
also might be sanctified, or set apart for holiness, 
through the truth. 

How, then, can the love wherewith the Father 
hath loved the Son, be in us, and we in Christ,§ if 
we refuse to make this full surrender of ourselves ? 
So long as we strive to serve God with a divided 
heart we are in bondage. Our infirmities are like 
chains, binding us to the earth. The troubles and 
difficulties of life gall and fret us at every turn. 
We wish to obey God, or we think we wish it ; but 
we only half understand — perhaps we only half 
desire to understand — what He would have us do. 
It is not until we have wholly consecrated our- 
selves to the Lord that we begin to realise what 

• Rom. xii. i. t Heb. ix. 14. J S. John, xvii. 19. 

§ Ibid. V. 26. 
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true freedom means ; — the * glorious liberty of the 
sons of God/ When we have unreservedly come 
to Christ, and have taken upon us His easy yoke 
and His light burden, then, and only then, we find 
true ' rest unto our souls,' — the rest that He alone 
can give, — the peace that passeth understanding. 

Of all sad things the saddest appears to be that 
Christians should accept the benefits of their Sa- 
viour's death, yet be unwilling to devote their lives 
to Him, who, in life as well as in death, devoted 
Himself for them. Does it not seem as though 
they would accept His gifts, but cared not for His 
Love ? Too many even doubt whether it can be 
necessary, and others question if it be possible, to 
gain that holiness of which it was their Lord's 
greatest object to make them partakers. 

Well might the apostle warn us to fear lest, 
although the promise has been left, we should any 
of us come short of the heavenly Rest* For we 
who believe (with the full assurance of that faith 
which worketh by love) do enter into rest.f That 
rest is not merely future. It begins now, even in 
the very midst of conflict and trials, if we are made 
truly * partakers of Christ,' J and if we indulge no 
unbelief concerning the fulness of His promise. 

But we must needs come short, very far short 
of such rest, if we are not steadfastly aiming at 
that holiness without which no man can see the 
Lord.§ The danger of being satisfied with any- 

• Heb. iv. I. t Ver. 3. % iii. 14. § xii. 14. 
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thing less than the highest standard is very urgently 
insisted upon by St. Paul. In the Epistle to the 
Hebrews the Apostle warns, persuades, entreats his 
hearers not to be content with a low degree of per- 
sonal holiness, not to be satisfied with anything 
short of actually copying their great Example. 
He bids us cease from lingering over the first prin- 
ciples of the doctrines of Christ, precious and 
important as those doctrines may be, and to * go on 
unto perfection^ 

To encourage us in these efforts, St. Paul re- 
minds us that our anchor, our sure and steadfast 
hope, enters into that which is within the veil ;* 
that Jesus, our great Forerunner, represents us 
already in the presence of GOD. Even now we 
have a right to enter, through Him, into the 
Holiest ; only we must draw near with a true heart, 
in full assurance of faith.f Christ is there for us ; 
we are there in Him. But we must live by faith,$ 
daily and hourly, laying aside every hindrance, 
resisting every sin that besets our path. We must 
look away from all else to JESUS.§ We must 
be willing to bear anything, any suffering or 
any trial which God may send ; in fact, we must 
be absolutely and unreservedly His own if we 
would be partakers of His Holiness.|| Then we 
shall know the meaning of that rest which He 
gives to His own. We shall find that we have in 

• Heb. vi. 19. t X. 19, 20, 22. J Ver. 38. 

§ xii. I, 2. II Ver. 10. 
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spirit come to Mount Zion, and unto the city of 
the living God, and to Jesus, the Mediator of the 
new covenant, whose blood speaketh better things 
than that of Abel * 

Only let us beware that we refuse not Him that 
speaketh. t It is an awful thing to refuse Almighty 
LOVE. Let none who are conscious that His Holy 
Spirit is drawing their hearts towards an entire 
surrender of themselves, yield to the temptation 
of hesitating. Let no thought of difficulties that 
may hereafter arise, or doubts lest they should be 
unable to persevere in the course upon which they 
would be entering, deter them for one moment. 
We have nothing to do with 'afterwards.' The 
more unreservedly we put ourselves into the 
Lord's keeping now^ the more certain we may be 
that He will undertake our future for us. He will 
lead us onward step by step ; He will accomplish 
the work which He has begun. 

Does any fear still oppress our minds, lest we 
should at any time wander from the Good Shep- 
herd ? Does any dread of our own unfaithfulness 
keep us from taking the place we are already long- 
ing for amongst His special followers ? Then let 
us at once take the only measures which can be 
taken to prevent such a fear from being realised. 
Let us now beg of Him, and trust to Him, that if 
we thus wander. He will draw us back in His own 
way, and for His own Love's sake. Let us entreat 
♦ Heb. xii. 22-24. t xii. 25. 
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our Lord never to suffer any obstacle to remain 
between our souls and Himself. He will store up 
the answer to that petition in the treasury of His 
Goodness, and will do for us exceeding abundantly 
above all that we can ask or think. It is not our 
faithfulness, but the Faithfulness of the Lord our 
God, on which we are to depend. 

Perhaps we are still fearful, because we do not 
know how much may be involved in such a step 
as' we are contemplating. This is, indeed, true. 
We do not know one half the blessedness, or one 
half the joy, any more than we know half the trials 
of those paths by which we shall be led. Jesus 
has many things to say to us, but we cannot bear 
them or understand them now : He will explain 
them little by little as we advance further along 
the road, and as we commune with Him by the 
way. Only let us venture boldly forth like Abra- 
ham, who, by faith obeying the call of God, went 
outy not knowing whither he went* 

We should remember, that although our sanc- 
tification is, in the sense of setting apart, once and 
for all made perfect by our Great High PrieSt, 
in the absolute acceptance of each individual who 
is dedicated to Himself, yet the effects of this 
sanctification, the transformation of the mind 
through union with Christ, must be gradual. It 
is in the events of our daily life, in our ordinary 
duties, and in every opportunity, small or great, 

♦ Heb. xi. 8. 
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which God brings before us, that we must carry 
out the details of our self-surrender. Such op- 
portunities are not only invaluable tests of the 
reality of our sacrifice, but are also especially 
adapted to strengthen and mature our spiritual 
capacities. And our Lord will teach us with tender 
patience, little by little, as we are able to bear 
it. We have but to look continually to Christ ; 
His Holy Spirit will direct us in all things, and 
will enable us to make real and blessed progress. 
Day by day a sweeter, holier, deeper confidence 
will unfold itself; a most precious intercourse 
with Him whom our soul loveth. 

And is it not fitting that, in the ordinary de- 
tails, quite as much as in the greater events of 
our daily lives, we should seek to obtain a true 
conformity to His likeness, who, through thirty and 
three years, of which by far the larger portion 
was what we commonly call unevefitful life, taught 
' not His own will, but the will of Him that sent 
Him.?' 

We cannot be true-hearted and thoroughly de- 
voted disciples of the Lord, who hath chosen us 
for His own, if we regard any thing as too trivial 
to become proofs of our obedience, and of our 
faithful love. Even the smallest matters can — and 
if we despise them, most certainly will — but too 
easily become the expressions of our faithlessness- 
It is 'daily' that we are to take up our cross 
and follow Christ"; we are not to wait for great 



Sanctification. 1 3 

occasions, such as we certainly cannot expect to 
meet with daily. When great events occur, they 
have usually arisen out of the smaller matters that 
we are often apt to overlook, and from which they 
also frequently take their shape and colouring ; as- 
suredly, they will be met in the true spirit of faith- 
fulness, or ot/ierwise, according to the habit our minds 
have been acquiring in the fulfilment of the smaller 
duties, and the acceptance of the smaller trials. 

Let us, as one step towards maintaining the 
truest faithfulness, begin each morning by remind- 
ing ourselves of the close and blessed tie which has 
been established between our souls and God. Let 
us remind ourselves that this day's opportunities, 
the fulfilment of its trivial obligations, the employ- 
ment of its apparently unimportant hours and even 
of its leisure moments, will be the actual test of 
this day's faithfulness. And let us earnestly pray, 
that our Lord will claim continually, and use as 
entirely His own during every hour, those hearts 
which he already so graciously accepted. Then let 
us watch carefully, lovingly, and trustfully, for the 
indications of His will. 

Those indications may come in a different way 
from what we had expected. The hopes we had 
cherished may be disappointed, or the plans we 
had formed for working in our Master's service 
may be reversed. If such be the case, let us bear 
in mind that He is our dear, our beloved Master ; 
and, giving up our own desires, let us follow in 
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whatever steps He may point out. We need not 
pause to question whither those steps will lead us ; 
all may be left entirely to God. Only let us serve 
Him in His own way, not in ours ; we shall soon 
find out for ourselves that His choice was best. 
And though the plans we had formed might have 
brought us more present satisfaction in working 
for Him, they would not have afforded so good an 
opportunity for the surrender of our will, for copy- 
ing the example of Him who 'pleased not Himself.' 

Some of those whom Jesus is drawing into the 
closest union with Himself are called upon to 
serve Him in active usefulness ; others in com- 
parative stillness, in solitude, or in much suffering. 
This is too large a subject to be entered upon at 
the end of the present chapter ; yet it may be so 
far alluded to as to remind us that God's ways 
of training His own people are as various as their 
characters, and as the purposes for which He would 
prepare them. 

But to all who are unreservedly given up to 
Him, who are keeping back no ' part of the price/ 
but are laying themselves wholly — whatever they 
have, and whatever they can be — at His feet, the 
Lord reveals Himself in ways that the world 
knows not of. He speaks unto His own, and they 
know His Voice. They lack nothing, for He leads 
them forth beside the waters of comfort. There, 
beside those still waters and along those paths of 
righteousness, He teaches them to ' fear no evil/ 
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He fills them with the sweetness of that peace 
which nothing earthly can either give or take away. 

Let me be wholly set apart, 

And sanctified for Thee ; 
Engrave Thine Image on my heart, 

Thy seal of purity. 

Pure from the world, from self, from sin. 

Conformed to Thee alone ; 
Work this my yielded heart within ; 

Work, Lord ! till thou hast shown 

Love's mighty, soul-transforming grace, 
Till, searching, Thou canst see 

Nought but Thy likeness, — till thou trace 
Nought but Thyself in me. 
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CHAPTER III. 

CONSCIOUSNESS OF SIN. 

* If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us.' — i S. JOHN, i. 8. 

In fully and unreservedly dedicating ourselves to 
Christ, we have, so far as our own resolution goes, 
'crucified the flesh with its affections and lusts.' 
To whatever extent we have learnt to ' live in the 
Spirit,' to that same extent we also 'walk in the 
Spirit.'* We cannot any longer be desirous of vain- 
glory — that is to say, of our own glory, which is 
indeed vanity : we desire the glory of Christ, and 
seek only so to live for Him that we may show 
forth His love day by day. 

Such is our earnest desire ; yet how much 
cause for saddest self-reproach have we in this 
matter ! How frequently are we conscious of sin- 
ning against our Lord ! We wish — there is no- 
thing we wish so much as that every action should 
be done for Him, every word, every thought, 
should be His alone. Yet, besides our many faults 
of omission, how often do we feel that we have 

* Gal, V. 24-26. 
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spoken words that were out of tune with His love ; 
how continually do we find self asserting its evil 
power, marring the work we would do for Christ, 
turning our highest privileges into stumbling- 
blocks ! 

All this is but too true : Christian progress is 
full of such experience ; though, thanks be to God, 
it may be progress still. The higher we raise our 
standard, the more deeply conscious must we be of 
our shortcomings ; the more intensely we long to 
be made partakers of Christ's Holiness, the more 
we grieve over every proof of our own unholiness. 
But such grieving is in itself a blessed sign : it 
shows that the work of purification is really, how- 
ever gradually, going on in our hearts. And we 
should remember that that work must necessarily 
be, in many respects, a painful process. The pain 
may indeed be full of peace — a peace which arises 
from leaning all our burden, all our difficulties, 
upon the sure promise of our Lord : yet pain there 
must be if hearts so full of evil are to be rendered 
pure and holy, fit for the presence of God. 

Our failures are the outward tokens — manifest- 
ations—of the evil within us. The really dangerous 
symptom would be if we did not feel them pain- 
fully ; if we deceived ourselves with the idea that 
we had no sin,* or consoled ourselves with the 
thought that such matters, being the result of mere 
infirmity, were of comparatively little importance. 

* I S. John, i. 8, 9. 
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Far better and far safer is it to confess our sins, 
remembering, as our only true consolation, that we 
have, in the beloved Saviour to whom we so 
entirely belong, an Advocate with the Father, and 
that He is the Propitiation for our sins ;* remem- 
bering also that He is touched with every feeling 
of our infirmities, since He was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin.f 

They who are born of God sin not willingly. 
They cannot sin willingly, for the whole strength 
of their desires is against it. The wicked one is 
not even allowed to ' touch them ' so long as they 
are simply and only depending on Christ, shelter- 
ing themselves from all evil in the ' secret places ' 
of His Love. But thus to shelter ourselves perfectly 
and continually is just the one great lesson of our 
spiritual lives. It is a lesson that we are always 
slow in learning, and too often, alas ! quick in for- 
getting. When we have learnt it truly and 
thoroughly, we shall be fit for the immediate Pre- 
sence of our God : we shall be able to enter into 
the fulness of His joy. 

Let it suffice for our present encouragement if, 
even now, we ' cannot ' sin in the deliberate and 
wilful sense of the word, because we are Christ's, 
and because He to whom we have so entirely com- 
mitted ourselves was manifested to destroy the 
works of the devil. Let us build our assurance on 
the knowledge of this union with Christ, and let us 

* I S. John, ii. 1,2. t Heb. iv. 15, 16. 
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patiently follow out, step by step, the important 
work of purifying ourselves even as He is pure.* 

It is essential to this work of purification that 
we should see and know the evil which is to be 
destroyed. Not that we need find it all out at 
once : we should be too utterly dismayed and over- 
powered if we were to realise, at any one time, the 
whole of the work that is to be done. Our Lord 
shows it to us bit by bit, as it were ; explaining it 
by degrees, a little at a time, and then a little 
more. 

Thus it often happens that after giving us some 
inward assurance of His love, some proof of the 
Holy Spirit's seal in our hearts, God will suffer the 
circumstances by which we are surrounded to 
reveal to us some further depth of the sinfulness 
within us than we had before known. It is not 
that we are really more sinful when we have been 
overcome by temptation than we were in our 
happier moments : we feel our sinfulness more ; 
but there was just as much evil in existence before 
it was thus roused and brought to light. The 
only difference is that it was in abeyance, and 
was perceived distinctly by God alone : now it has 
found expression, and we cannot but clearly recog- 
nise it ourselves. 

We should therefore regard every such failure 
not as a sign that any new or increased evil has 
befallen us, but simply as a proof of how far our sin- 

* I S. John, iii. 3. 
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fulness extends. We should accept it as a reminder 
of our weakness, and of our inability to contend 
against the slightest temptation, except we keep \r\ 
the only safe position — the one place from which 
we can be truly watchful, — the position of closest 
abiding in Christ. Let us hide ourselves the more 
thoroughly in Him after each transgression, that so 
He may be the better able to put forth His 
Strength on our behalf Let us creep further into 
the shelter which His Love has provided, trusting 
all to Him who will never suffer His children to be 
brought wholly to confusion, for His own Name's 
sake. 

We must remember that the close abiding in 
Christ, which alone can keep us from falling, is to 
be a habit of the soul, and must be gained, as all 
habits worth cultivating are gained, by continual 
practice. It cannot be attained by any single 
effort, even were such effort the greatest act of 
faith that can be imagined. Our one endeavour 
must be to turn continually to jESUS ; always 
looking away from self to Him ; turning back to 
Him whenever we find that anything has drawn 
aside our attention. But we must not be dis- 
couraged, when some needless distraction has thus 
interrupted our communion with Him, even though 
it may have caused us to slip from that loving 
watchfulness in pleasing God which we so earnestly 
desire to cultivate. We need only turn back to Him 
as soon as we have perceived our error, humbly rest- 
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ing upon that tender forgiveness which He is ever 
so ready to bestow. 

It may truly be said that much of Christian 
experience can only be gained through failures ; 
and very certain it xs that we seldom, in any other 
way than through many failures, learn fully to 
realise our weakness. And it is also certain that 
these discoveries of our weakness become, if we 
use them rightly, an actual means of progress. 

First, on account of the humiliations they bring 
— for real humiliation is a most necessary part of 
our discipline. We are strangely apt to be lifted 
up in our hearts-— most strangely, for such poor, 
unworthy creatures. A little season of spiritual 
improvement, and the poison of self-complacency 
begins to work : soon inward satisfaction would 
destroy all that might be most full of blessing. 
A little freedom from perceptible temptation, or, 
perhaps, a slight conquest in some comparatively 
trifling matter, such as we are unfortunately 
but too ready to magnify into an important vic- 
tory, and we are at once off our guard ; we are 
already slipping from the only position in which 
victory was promised. Then it is that God, in 
His very mercy, suffers some real difficulty to assail 
us, and, by at least partly overpowering us, to 
reveal to us our danger. He might doubtless, had 
He seen it to be best, have averted the temptation, 
or prevented us from being overcome by it ; but 
nothing would have been really gained by so 
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shielding us ; no advance would have been made 
in curing the deeply-rooted evil of our natures. 

We must learn, even thus painfully, that no 
single step, trifling as it may appear, is safe except 
it be taken in direct union with Christ. We must 
learn not to forget our own weakness ; for only 
through the continual remembrance thereof can 
we obtain the blessedness of His Strength. 

Secondly, ouf failures may be turned into a 
means of much progress by the experience they 
bring of the loving patience of our Lord. So un- 
changing is His forgiveness, so unwearied His for- 
bearance, so absolutely /^r^r/ the Love which, after 
each new discovery of that evil from which, for His 
sake, we learn to shrink more and more painfully, 
draws us further, and yet further, into the depths 
of its own tenderness. 

Truly does the unreproachful, compassionate 
foi^veness of our God break the hearts of His re- 
pentant children ! And from such broken hearts 
flows forth the incense of a more fervent love, a 
more thorough surrender of self, a deeper stead- 
fastness of resolution. Therefore, after each fall, 
the Christian who is aiming at the prize of his 
high calling in Christ Jesus, presses forward more 
safely, because more humbly and more watchfully ; 
more firmly also and in deeper peace, because his 
mind is more fully stayed upon his God.* 

Thus every revelation to ourselves of the evil 

* Isa. xxvi 3. 
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within our hearts is counterbalanced by a yet 
clearer revelation of the unbounded Love of Christ. 
Whatever teaches us more of that Love, and 
whatever casts us more and more completely 
upon its upholding power, becomes a means of 
progress. And so it comes to pass that, step by 
step, and little by little, but with an ever-increasing 
perception of the exceeding blessedness we are 
gaining, we do continually, through infirmities, 
through necessities, through distresses, and even 
through failures, learn with all saintSy what is the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height of the 
Love which passeth knowledge ; and by that Love 
we are filled with the fulness of God. 

For He is able to do exceeding abundantly, 
above all that we can ask or think, according to 
the power which worketh in us. Unto Him be 
glory in the Church by Christ Jesus, throughout 
all ages, world without end. Amen.* 

Thou only knowest, Lord, how frail and weak 
Is every step I take, each word I speak ; 
How all is failure, — that I cannot stand, 
Except Thou hold me by Thy gracious Hand. 

Yet, since the longing of my heart for Thee 
Is but the echo of Thy Love to me, 
And since it is the hungry Thou dost feed, 
The weary-hearted Thou dost gently lead ; 

Since 'tis the thirsty Thou dost satisfy 
With living water, and the weak supply 

* Eph. iii. 18, &c. 
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With strength ; on Thee my utter need I rest, 
Through deepest poverty most richly blest. 

And if Thou only hold me close to Thee, — 
Yet closer — closer yet — then sweet will be 
The pressure of Thy Hand, and great the gain 
Of every danger and of every pain 

Which makes my soul Thy Strength in weakness prove, 
And lean more wholly on Thy precious Love. 
My Lord ! I thank Thee that I cannot stand 
One moment safe without Thy loving Hand. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT : LOVE TO GOD. 

We love Him because He first loved us.' 

I S. John, iv. 19. 

Earnestly must each heart that is truly conse- 
crated to God strive to avoid sin, and most sincere 
must be the repentance that arises from every 
transgression. But to some the consciousness of 
their failures is more frequently and more keenly 
painful than to others. This is not because such 
Christians doubt that blessed forgiveness which is 
so continually bestowed, or because they question 
the power and will of God to make His own work 
— the work which He Himself has begun in their 
hearts — perfect in the end ; it is simply that they 
long to serve and honour Him whom their souls 
love, and their failure in doing so causes them sore 
distress. How can we help grieving at our unwor- 
thiness of the grace bestowed upon us, and at the 
poor use we make of the highest privileges ? It 
often appears to ourselves as though we failed 
more than others do whose hearts seem to be less 
set upon becoming holy for Christ's sake. Certainly 
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some of us are more deeply conscious of these 
failures, which, so far as our own experience goes, 
amounts — or seems to amount — to the same thing. 

Let us take courage ; such distress contains 
within itself all that is needed for the develop- 
ment of the deepest joy. * Blessed are tJiey which do 
hunger and thirst after righteousness^ for they shall 
be filled!* - Hunger and thirst are in themselves 
painful, not pleasurable sensations : but they give, 
as regards our bodily food, the power of enjoy- 
ment. And so it is with spiritual hunger. It is 
just this keen longing, this pressing desire for 
greater holiness, this heartfelt sorrow at our back- 
wardness in every Christian grace, that makes us 
love the fruits of holiness better, and prepares our 
hearts more fully for their reception. 

It is by the cultivation of that which is good 
that we shall become holy, far more than by the 
direct casting out of that which is bad ; for every 
grace that the Holy Spirit produces in our hearts 
must necessarily leave less and less room for the 
opposite evil. It is therefore exceedingly helpful 
to us to meditate much on those 'fruits of the 
Spirit ' which we desire to possess. 

We are told that * the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsufTering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance.' f 

The first of these — and, as St. Paul so often 
reminds us, the root of all others — is love. Love 
• S. Matt. V. 6. t Gal. v. 22, 23. 
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to God, and for His sake, love to our neighbour is, 
in its perfection, the fulfilling of all law. It contains 
everything that can be required of us ; indeed it 
may be truly said that each distinct Christian 
virtue is but some special form or development 
of love. Therefore it is of the highest importance 
that we should cultivate love to the very utmost. 

But how, it is continually asked, are we to cul- 
tivate it ; how are we to increase our love 1 

The reply to this question is very simple. For 
since the Love of God is the origin and only source 
of our love to Him ; since we * love God because 
He first loved us,'* we can only learn to love Him 
more by knowing more of His Love to us. What 
we need is to think far more than we do about its 
closest and most personal application to ourselves. 
We want to realise more clearly the absolute per- 
fectness of individual love which God in Jesus Christ 
pours forth without measure upon each one of His 
own. We want so to live in and by that LOVE, as 
to prove for ourselves that it contains all that can 
satisfy every craving of our human nature, espe- 
cially that craving for affection which He has Him- 
self implanted in our hearts, and which can only 
be satisfied in Him. 

The words are easily said ; our difficulty is 

really to believe them in the proper sense of the 

word believe — namely, ' with the heart man be- 

lieveth.'t How few of us at all realise what such 

♦ I S. John, iv. 19. t Rom. x. lo. 
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words imply! At the best we comprehend but 
little ; all that we can grasp still leaves unsearch- 
able depths of riches in that wondrous Love ; is it 
not, therefore, the more utterly sad that we should 
not even take to our hearts as much as they can 
be enabled to hold ; that we do not satisfy our 
poor needs from such inexhaustible treasure ? Our 
scruples lest we should presume too far in this 
respect, are in point of fact, as though we con- 
sidered God's Love to be far from inexhaustible. We 
seem positively afraid of leaning too completely 
on what we know — or profess to know — can never 
fail ; we shrink from claiming what we long for, 
and what we acknowledge to have been made en- 
tirely our own. 

Indeed the way in which Christians suffer them- 
selves to be hindered from venturing far enough in 
the individual experience of God's Love is too 
utterly inconsistent to be explained. It can only 
be accounted for as one of the most skilful and 
effectual among those devices by which Satan tries 
to hinder or to mar the work of grace which he 
cannot destroy. And so it comes to pass that 
many of Christ's true followers bear the loneliness 
of an aching or uncomforted heart, simply because 
they will not really and practically believe that 
their Lord is the * God of consolation ' and of love.* 
They are willing to believe that He can provide all 
consolation by such secondary means as they can 

♦ Rom. XV. 5. 
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understand best, and too often desire most ; but 
that He Himself can be their consolation and also 
their exceeding joy, does not seem to occur to 
them as possible. For some earthly love that is 
not given, or that has been given and withdrawn, 
they long and pine ; and others, again, are con- 
stantly disappointed in that which is given ; but 
though they take all their other needs to Christ, 
they will not so take to Him their great and press- 
ing need of individual love, that He may wholly 
satisfy it. 

Yet when jESUS says, ' Come unto me, ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest,' He means nothing less than that we should 
bring to Him all these aching, longing desires which 
make our lives so wearisome. He means that in 
Him we may find ' rest unto our souls* — the rest of 
perfect Love. There is nothing lacking in His 
Love ; there is no imperfection, nothing to hinder 
its adaptation to the special needs of each heart, 
however much that heart may require. And all 
earthly affection, all that we have longed for but 
never known, or perhaps have known and lost, — 
^//that the most eager heart can even imagine, 
is but the shadow of the one true love, the Love of 
Christ. Such affections are types by which Al- 
mighty Love seeks to explain itself, by which 
God desires to make Himself known to our hearts. 
If we will but use them as such, they become even 
more precious than before, but if we expend our 
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hearts in vain attempts at making these types 
perfect in themselves, or in longing desires that 
they could become perfect, we are wasting, per- 
haps altogether losing, — the richest joys that man 
could receive or God bestow. 

To each one of us who will listen, the Saviour 
says with a special tenderness, ' I have loved thee 
with an everlasting Love : therefore with loving- 
kindness have I drawn thee.'* ' Greater love hath 
no man than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends.' t And to all who open their hearts trust- 
fully, who humbly and thankfully claim for them- 
selves the blessed fulness of this unbounded pro- 
mise, Jesus reveals new depths of meaning in that 
word love. It gains for them a divine beauty, an 
intense reality of which they had never dreamed. 
Their Lord and their God gives Himself to them 
as truly and as completely as He calls on them to 
give themselves to Him. He says to their inmost 
soul, ^ As my Father hath loved me^ so have I loved 
you : continue ye in my love! % 

And we who have received the inward assur- 
ance of such wondrous blessedness of love, cannot 
but earnestly desire to continue in it. In CHRIST 
we have found the very perfection of our existence, 
the fulfilment of each craving of our hearts. He is 
the true Husband of His people, the Bridegroom of 
His own. He has loved His Church, and given 
Himself for it.§ Therefore for every individual. 
* Jer. xxxi 3. t S. John, xv. 13. J Ver. 9. § Eph. v. 25, &c. 
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who composes that Church, He says, * As the bride- 
groom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God 
rejoice over thee.'* Can human language express 
more plainly the utmost possibility of aflfection ? 

It is by casting ourselves without reserve into 
the depths of Divine Love that we shall destroy the 
evil of self. As we learn to know more of the 
treasures we are gaining, self will be lost in their 
fulness, drowned in their overflowing blessedness. 
More and more of that precious Love of Christ will 
be the one entreaty of our hearts. To know it, to 
understand it, to be made worthier of it, to be filled 
with its fulness ; then to go forth and make known 
its blessedness to others, that they, too, may be 
persuaded to come and taste for themselves — such 
will be our intense, unutterable delight. 

And this leads us to some true comprehension 
of our Lord's special commandment, ' Love one 
another, as I have loved you.' f We find by our 
own experience, how true it is, that he who loveth 
God must needs love his brother also.J We can- 
not love Him and not desire so to show forth 
His goodness that others may love Him too. We 
cannot but wish others to see how greatly He has 
brightened our lives, turning our sorrow into joy, 
changing our night into day. We long to prove 
how. the Lord our God comforts us in every 
trouble, gives us new strength to encounter diffi- 
culties, new wisdom in our perplexities, new courage 
• Isa. Ixii. 5. t S. John, xv. 12. t i S.John, iv. 21. 
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for all our sufferings. It is thus that we win hearts 
to Christ, by shov/ing forth the blessedness of that 
Love wherewith He has loved us. 

In a thousand ways the Love of Christ which is 
in us will express itself to our fellow-men. We 
must necessarily find some outlet for the adoring 
gratitude with which our hearts are overflowing ; 
and whilst we are surrounded with those whom our 
Lord is ' not ashamed to call His brethren/* we can 
never lack opportunities of doing Him service. 

Very trifling our opportunities may sometimes 
appear, very unworthy our attempts at using them ; 
but whilst the words of Jesus are ringing in our 
hearts — * Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of the 
least of these, ye did it unto fne, f we cannot but 
be stimulated to do our very utmost. And that 
utmost, however small it be, is accepted by Him 
who, amid the many rich offerings cast into the 
treasury, cared only to notice the poor widow's 
gift, the two mites, which together, made one 
farthing ; and who welcomed this offering as of 
most precious value, simply because it was brought 
with true devotion — because it was all her living, 
even all that she had. 

I love Thee, Lord, with all my heart, 

Poor though such love must be. 
Almighty Love, Thy grace impart, 

Enrich my poverty. 

* Heb. ii. II. t S. Matt. xxv. 40, 
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I love Thee, Lord, with all my soul : 

My spirit, soaring free, 
Whilst captive to Thy sweet control, 

Loves Thee, and only Thee. 

I love Thee, Lord, with all my mind ; 

For in Thy truth I see 
All might and holiness combined 

In perfect purity. 

I love Thee, Lord, with all my strength ; 

Thy love is strength to me ; 
And by Thine own Love's breadth and length, 

O Saviour, love I Thee, 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT : ON LOVE 

{continued). 

* If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and His love is 
perfected in us.' — i S. John, iii. 12. 

Undoubtedly, the more we realise the love of 
Christ to ourselves, the more we also realise that 
*if God so loved us, we ought also to love one 
another;* 

But * let us not love in word,' says the Apostle, 
' neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth/ 1 That 
is to say, let us not acknowledge the duty of 
loving one another without earnestly and faith- 
fully applying ourselves to the performance of that 
duty ; otherwise we are but increasing our respon- 
sibility by the acknowledgment. Charity, ' in deed 
and in truth,' is necessarily such as will regulate 
every detail of our conduct quite as much as it 
must impel us, when opportunity arises, to give 
time, or money, or whatever else we can giwey for 
the relief and benefit of others. 

St. John makes Move to the brethren' the 
* I S. John, iv. II. t iii. 18. 
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actual proof of our having * passed from death to 
life;** surely, then, if our feelings and behaviour 
towards others are to be a decisive test of our own 
position towards God, we cannot be too careful 
about their right cultivation. It must be safer to 
neglect anything else — anything short of the most 
vital points of our redemption — than to neglect 
this. It must be far better that our shortcomings, 
if such must exist, should be in any other matter 
rather than in this one virtue, which is spoken of 
as the unmistakable testimony that we are indeed 
* born of God and know God/t 

Let us, then, take heed that our love be no 
cold, calculating kindness, such as too often in 
these days assumes the name of charity without 
having any real connection with personal holiness. 
Vainly, we are assured, may we teach and exhort 
one another, even though it were with the tongue of 
men and of angels ; vainly also gvvQ our bodies to 
be burned in the defence of truth, or bestow all 
our goods to feed the poor ; if we have not the real 
spirit of love, none of this shall profit us in the 
slightest degree.^ 

There must be the charity that sufTereth 
long, and is kind, that is not easily provoked, 
charity that thinketh no evil, that beareth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth all things ; 
else, whatever exertions we may make, God, who 
is the God of all love, will count us, not as having 

* I S. John, iii. 14, t iv. 7. X i Cor. xiii, 1-8. 
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done much, but as having done nothing, simply 
and absolutely nothing in His service. 

For charity is the dearest of all virtues in the 
sight of the Lord. And when knowledge, and 
gifts of exhortation, and every talent now in- 
trusted to man for the edification of his brethren 
shall have long passed away, this, the greatest and 
best of His gifts, shall endure in its utmost blessed- 
ness for ever ! 

But the words of St. Paul, urgent as they are, 
seem to be wonderfully little regarded. In the 
present day knowledge is exalted to the highest 
place ; to faith and hope some due measure of 
honour is conceded ; but charity has too often to 
take the lowest instead of the highest place ; not 
unfrequently it is altogether forgotten in the strug- 
gles that are deemed necessary in support of some 
points of Christian doctrine, or the merest externals 
of religious practice. 

Many there are who would gladly * give their 
bodies to be burned,' or who, at any rate, think 
they would do so, on behalf of such tenets as ap- 
pear to them important ; yet the same Christians 
will show but little spirit of self restraint, far less 
of self-sacrifice, in their dealings with those whose 
comfort and happiness depend upon themselves. 
Many will teach and exhort others in earnest and 
even eloquent language, who are at very little 
pains to prove to their own household the power 

♦ I Cor. xiii. 8, &c. 
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of Christ's love. And some, too, are ready to give, 
some even actually do give, all their goods to feed 
the poor, yet cannot persuade themselves to hold 
out the right hand of Christian fellowship to those 
who differ from them in details, which were not so 
much as thought of in the time of the apostles ; 
and would perhaps hardly haVe been recognised 
by them as having any possible connection with 
* the truth as it is in Jesus/ 

To realise that diversities must needs exist 
among us, is one great step towards the exercise 
of Christian love. The more fully we accept and 
comprehend this fact, the better able shall we be 
to make allowances for the various ways in which 
different minds look at the same things, and the 
different ways in which they will express their 
opinions about them. We shall, moreover, become 
the better able to understand the perplexities and 
hindrances of others, as well as to respect their 
earnest endeavours, mistaken as those endeavours 
may sometimes appear to be. 

We can easily perceive, as regards the lower 
orders of creation, that diversity, which indeed seems 
to be one of the necessary laws of existence, pro- 
duces exceedingly beneficial as well as very beau- 
tiful results. Can we not understand that the 
same principle may apply in spiritual matters ? 

God does not intend us to be all alike. He 
neither means us all to do the same work now, nor 
is He preparing us to fill the same position here- 
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after. All who are truly His own will bear the 
blessed impress of the image of Christ, when they 
are made like unto Him by seeing Him as He is, 
yet there will be, unquestionably, even when His 
work is at last perfected, an almost endless variety 
in those who are thus sealed. The Bride will be one, 
and the beauty of the Lord her God will be upon 
her ; but the different members will not perform 
the same office, however perfectly united one to 
another. The eye will not say to the hand, I have 
no need of thee, nor again the hand to the feet, I 
have no need of you, any more than they ought to 
do so now. 

And if diversities may be expected to exist 
when all shall be combined in perfect harmony, 
how much more must they exist now ? Is it not 
reasonable, not only that they should be found to 
a far greater extent during this our present state of 
transition, but also that they should frequently be 
soch as we cannot fully comprehend } 

In this lifeour knowledge is, at the best, but 
partial, and our capacities incomplete. Few minds, 
if any, are so constituted and so trained as to 
understand the whole truth equally at all points. 
And, therefore, God frequently reveals some one 
portion of the truth with special clearness to one 
mind ; not leaving the rest to be wholly ig- 
nored, but necessarily, because of our imperfections, 
bringing it into less prominence. To another indi- 
vidual some different section, or some different 
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aspect of the divine realities, becomes especially 
distinct ; so that what one member lacks is sup- 
plied through another. Thus all receive their gifts, 
whether of knowledge, or of wisdom, or of inter- 
pretation, through the same Spirit, for the perfec- 
tion of the whole body and to the glory of Christ, 
who is the Head of the body, even of His Church. 

This is often very remarkably the case with 
those who are chosen by God to do any great work 
amongst their brethren. One definite portion of 
the truth — a most blessed part, but still a portion 
only — has generally been so learnt by such an 
individual as to become very deeply engraven 
upon the mind. For in order that any should put 
forth religious teaching to others with real intensity 
of purpose and in living power, those ideas must 
first have become in a peculiar way their own, 
sometimes through much painful experience and 
deep humiliation. 

It is in ' earthen vessels ' that the treasure of 
God is held. The excellency is of Him ; it is 
He who has commanded His Light to show 
forth in us some measure of the glory of Jesus 
Christ ; but the vessels are still earthen. They 
cannot, any one of them, even contain, much less 
can they show forth to others, the whole inestimable 
treasure of God's love. 

And thus it comes to pass, for instance, that we 
meet with some amongst our Lord's truest servants 
who have a wondrous power, exercised through 
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faith in Him, of impressing on others the necessity 
of a true conversion, and of drawing them to cast 
their sins at the foot of the Cross, but who seem 
to have less power of putting forward, however 
truly they themselves practise, the after duties of 
a life wholly yielded to God. On the other hand, 
we not unfrequently meet with some who have 
been so early or so gradually led to this state of 
self-surrender that they seem to have no distinct 
perception of the necessity of a complete change 
of heart in those who would truly serve Christ. 
What they realise the most vividly, and can there- 
fore best put before others, is the work of the Holy 
Spirit in preparing the soul to follow Christ with 
a more and more complete devotion. It is obvious 
that such different teachers have very different 
work intrusted to them in the building up of God's 
spiritual temple. The one member supplies what 
is lacking in the other. Yet none can say whether 
the former or the latter may be the most blessed. 

Examples of equally different capacities and 
gifts might be multiplied to an almost endless 
extent. And indeed we have only to dwell more 
on the good that we are continually gaining from 
one another, and we shall take far less account of 
the diversities which exist. And as regards those 
truths which are, or which appear to us to be 
essential, let us strive to make the truth intrusted 
to ourselves shine very clearly before men, so shall 
we edify and comfort, not judge or despise one 
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another, and shall glorify, instead of dishonouring, 
our Father which is in heaven* 

And the love which would thus soften our 
religious differences will equally transform all our 
intercourse with each other. Provided that our 
desire for this real good of those with whom we 
have to do, especially for those who are in any way 
dependent on our care, pervades all our intercourse 
with them ; provided that we strive to please every 
one his neighbour for his good, to edification,t and 
not for the indulgence of our own love of ease or 
mere personal desire for affection, we cannot be 
too patient with the infirmities of others, or too 
tenderly considerate of their difficulties ; we can- 
not be too sympathizing with their sorrows, or too 
thoughtful in sparing them suffering. 

Most especially, when we are called upon to 
administer reproof or to point out some spiritual 
danger, it is most important that we should be 
wholly guided by love. If we are spiritual, our 
object in such a case must be to restore such an 
one in the spirit of meekness, considering ourselves 
lest we also be tempted ; remembering, too, the 
many times when w^ kave been tempted. It may 
be that our temptation was very different, since 
our character and circumstances are different, but 
let us remember how often we were tempted, and 
failed. 

If our object is, not to give vent to our own 
* S. Matt. V. 16. t Rom. xv. 2. 



42 True Consecration. 

personal annoyance, nor to act as judge over our 

neighbour, but simply and truly, as the Lord's 

servants, to * restore such an one in the spirit of 

meekness,' that is, to help those whom we feel 

called upon to reprove to amend their failings, we 

may be very sure this is only to be done by love, — 

love which we have drawn from the very depths of 

the Fountain of Christ's Love to ourselves. A 

little indulgence of self, a few irritable words, or 

even a tone of irritation, and our work is so far 

undone. We can only recover the lost ground by 

an immediate return to that spirit of patient love 

which Christ alone can either impart or enable us 

to maintain. 

And if thus we strive in using the influence we 
may have with others to foster every germ of good, 
every possibility of improvement, and, above all, 
every desire for sanctification, we shall become in 
very truth 'fellow-workers together with the Lord.** 
And though at times the seed we sow may appear 
lost amid the waters, it shall be found after many 
days.f 

But whatever we do, or whatever we aim at 
doing, whether in helping, teaching, or learning of 
others, whether trying for love's sake to bear one 
another's burdens, or whether we are holding in- 
tercourse with those whose religious views differ 
from our own, let us bear in mind that in character 
as well as in training, in capacities as well as in 
* 2 Cor. vi. I. t Eccles. xL i. 
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the circumstances which cause their peculiar 
development, it cannot be but that diversities 
should exist. In none but the Divine Nature can 
all truth, all beauty, all holiest attributes be per- 
fectly harmonised. We have but to strive, each 
one of us, by the grace of God to reflect clearly 
and steadfastly, as well as humbly and thankfully, 
those special rays of divine light which it is granted 
to us to receive. Hereafter we shall find that all 
these rays, or fractions of rays, by a marvellous 
combination which God alone can bring about, 
shall produce one perfect image of His beauty and 
of His Holiness, one glorious reflexion of His 
Love. 

For the prayer of Christ for His Church cannot 
remain unanswered. . The accomplishment of those 
ends by which His desire shall be at length ful- 
filled may be gradual ; but never must we for 
one moment doubt that the accomplishment is 
certain. 

Jesus has asked for us that we may all be 
one, as entirely, as perfectly one as He was, and 
for ever shall be, one with the Father.* And He 
has told us by what means that union is to be 
brought about, namely, by the closeness of our 
personal connection with Himself t 

Only by continuing in the love of Christ, only 
by abiding in Him and He in us, can we grow in 
♦ S. John, xvii. 20-22. t Vers. 23, 26. 
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love one toward another. Every heart that would 
learn the true meaning of love must first learn the 
meaning of fellowship with Christ. In proportion 
as we enter into the blessedness of that Divine 
union, we necessarily increase in love, since we 
cannot but increase in holiness. For jESUS' sake 
we * love the brethren.' We feel, and delight in 
feeling, the reality of our union with each other in 
Him ; therefore we take delight in cultivating the 
outward tokens of that union. 

As regards those of whom we cannot believe 
that they are His own, who have not, at any rate, as 
yet taken upon them His easy yoke and. light bur- 
den, these, too, we may learn to love with some- 
thing of His own yearning tenderness; for does not 
our Lord make us * partakers ' of His Nature } 
Our hearts warm towards those whom He desires 
to bless ; we long to draw them to His feet ; we 
would do anything in our power to enable them to 
obtain the treasures which we possess ourselves, to 
persuade them so to seek that they may find, so 
to knock that the door of love may be opened. 

And concerning all who follow the same most 
holy Master, let us draw nearer and nearer 'each 
to his brethren, all to God,' so shall we gain even 
now a sweet foretaste of that union which is pro- 
mised. Christ in us, and the Father in Him^ and 
we in God, that we may be made perfect in one. 
Then shall the world know that we belong wholly 
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to our Lord, and that He has loved us even as the 
Father loved Him !* 

Though differing thought may sever, 

Or varying sect divide, 
No cause shall sunder ever 

Hearts that in Christ abide. 

Apart may such have striven 

Their fainting souls to fill ; 
One Food, the Bread from Heaven, 

For each sufficeth still. 

One Holy Spirit leadeth 

Each pilgrim on his way ; 
And each one pardon needeth. 

One cleansing, day by day. 

In one dear Master's favour, 

Doth each rejoice to dwell ; 
The praises of one Saviour 

Each longing heart forth tell. 

His love their one enjoyment. 

His smile their one reward. 
His work their one employment — 

The service of one Lord. 

O sweet and holy union ! 

O precious joy to be 
Made one by such communion. 

Most Holy Lord, in Thee ! 



♦ S. John, xvii. 23. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

ON JOY. 

* These things ha e I spoken unto you that My joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy might be full.' — 
S. John, xv. ii. 

The apostle ranks joy and peace next to love, in 
his enumeration of the fruits which the Holy- 
Spirit produces in our hearts ; and it is evident that 
these graces must abound in greater or less degree 
according to the truth and vividness of our con- 
ception of God's love to ourselves, and according 
to our love towards Him which arises therefrom. 

Many Christians are distressed,' and often pained 
with anxious misgivings, because they feel little, 
if any, true joy : or because they feel it only at 
rare intervals. So much are they troubled by this 
deficiency, that at times they even doubt the reality 
of their position as accepted followers of Christ. 

It must be granted that when this is the case 
with any of us, the deficiency is to be attributed 
to some imperfection in our love : that is to say, 
love is not as yet so fully developed as to bring 
forth that degree of joy which it ought to produce, 



On Joy. 47 

and undoubtedly will produce when our hearts have 
grown in the further knowledge of Christ. But it 
certainly does not follow that our love is otherwise 
than true in its nature, or that the love of God is not 
really, but as yet but faintly, reflected in our hearts. 

There are two thoughts which are especially 
comforting to any who are thus troubled, and 
which may well persuade them to wait hopefully 
and patiently for a brighter spiritual experience. 
First, none but those who are at least beginning 
steadfastly to follow Christ, are ever troubled about 
whether they are producing the fruits of the Spirit 
or not. Such questioning and searching of the soul 
is in itself the work of the Holy Ghost ; and though 
we may too easily turn these questionings — as in- 
deed we may any other good influence — into a 
hindrance, by suffering them to fix our attention 
on self instead of looking the more to Christ, who 
can alone impart to us His own gifts, yet they are, 
if rightly usedy of great value in helping us to 
reach forth to the attainment of those graces in 
which we feel ourselves to be deficient. 

For, secondly, there is no spiritual blessing 
which we truly desire to obtain, but, through our 
very desire, it is half obtained. Indeed, it is 
already secured to us, if we do but faithfully pre- 
pare ourselves for receiving it ; and it will be freely 
bestowed whenever our hearts are in the right 
condition to profit by its reception. To such as 
hunger and thirst after any of the treasures of 
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righteousness with a real spiritual craving, this 
injunction may be given : ' Though it tarry ^ wait 
for it, because it will surely come, it will not tarry 1 

We must not, however, suppose, from the 
enumeration of Christian graces given by St. Paul, 
that he meant to imply that all who bring forth 
the fruits of the Spirit, do so equally in every one 
of the points he has mentioned. The Apostle only 
sets forth in this passage, the principal character- 
istics of true holiness. Some of these character- 
istics may be more clearly marked in one believer, 
some in another ; and each heart that has been 
made in any true sense the abode of the Holy 
Spirit is, in greater or less degree, either bringing 
them forth or preparing to do so. But the very 
fact that such qualities are spoken of as fruits 
of the Spirit shows that their first appearance, and 
indeed their whole condition until the fullest pos- 
sible maturity is attained, must be incomplete. 

Fruit is a thing which requires time for its de- 
velopment, and of which the growth towards per- 
fection is usually slow and very gradual. There 
must even be a certain amount of real progress 
before the actual fruit itself has so formed as to 
be at all discernible. 

Again, joy is a gift to be most humbly received, 
as well as a grace to be diligently cultivated ; 
and since God will invariably bestow the desired 
blessing so soon as the heart that longs for its 
possession is in the right condition to profit by it. 
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the real aim of those who wish to receive it should 
be to place and keep themselves in true readiness. 
If our joy is to be deep and lasting, there must be the 
most entire surrender of self, the most absolute de- 
pendence on Christ Undoubtedly many of us pine 
in sadness and depression when we might be thank- 
fully and peacefully rejoicing ; and God enables us 
thus peacefully to rejoice when we have been driven 
— it may be by our very sadness — to lean as closely 
and as trustfully as possible upon our Saviour's Love. 
One reason which hinders many Christians 
from obtaining spiritual joy, is, .that they are looking 
too much at themselves. They are distressed at 
their lack of feeling, or at their lack of the right 
feeling; and, as has already been said, this troubled 
condition is, to a certain extent, a good sign. It 
is good, in so much as it proves that they know 
their disease, and that they wish to have it cured ; 
but it is not, in itself, a symptom to be indulged. 
That which is amiss can only be cured by looking 
away from self to Christ. We need, it is true, to 
learn our own sinfulness^ and to perceive our own 
deficiencies ; but God will reveal them to us through 
our increasing knowledge of Christ. We gain 
nothing by self-contemplation ; we gain everything 
by the contemplation of Jesus. Each fault that 
we discern by the holy light of the Saviour's Love, 
and through the increasing sensitiveness which our 
union with Him who is perfect Holiness must pro- 
duce, is discovered in a manner which is in itself 

E 
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a very great step towards mending the evil. But 
the deficiencies which we brood over amongst the 
poor, flickering shadows of our own hopes and 
fears, we are helpless in attempting to remedy. 

The safest and surest way of obtaining spiritual 
joy, — supposing that we have in other essential 
respects placed ourselves in the right position for 
receiving it, — is earnestly and trustfully to ask God 
to give it to us in His own good time, and then 
to be content to wait for it ; resting in the assur- 
ance that He will grant our petition so soon as 
the proper moment comes. Meanwhile, if we are 
growing in knowledge of the personal love of Christ, 
if we are turning more and more away from self, 
and from all that concerns self, and are fixing our 
attention more and more continually on Him, we 
shall find, when the joy is given, that our hearts 
have been so enlarged as to contain it the more 
abundantly. We shall discover its depths to be 
sweeter, its fulness greater, its delights more pre- 
cious and more enduring than we had ever imagined. 

But we must not suppose that spiritual joy, 
even when granted in fullest abundance, is in- 
tended to make all our life easy, and our pathway 
smooth. So far is this from being the case, that 
often our greatest difficulties, and our most deeply- 
felt sufferings, will be the very occasions from 
which such joy will the most blessedly arise. 
Sometimes joy will be strangely intermingled with 
all our sadness or our suffering : taking away the 



On Joy. 6 1 

sting, It IS true, but by no means preventing the 
trial from being very real and searching ; at other 
times it will spring forth in full beauty after the 
season of sorrow, refreshing our hearts and re- 
viving our drooping energies. 

It was our Saviour's earnest desire that His 
own disciples should, in their sorrows, be made 
sharers of His Joy. He knew that they must meet 
with many troubles, that they would be betrayed 
by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolk, and friends; 
that some of them would be put to death : to a 
death, in many cases, of the keenest agony. He 
warned them that they would be hated of all men 
for His Name's sake* Therefore, because they 
must taste of His afflictions. He would have them 
also partake of His own Joy. He would have His 
followers supported by this holy Joy under the 
burden of even their heaviest load of suffering. 
He wishes, not that that they should be delivered 
from the anguish, but uplifted in it. Therefore 
He speaks to them first, and most urgently, of 
His exceeding Love, the love wherewith He 
loved them even as the Father loved Him ; then 
He explains for what reason He has revealed to 
their hearts this wondrous mystery of divine af- 
fection, namely, in order that their joy might be 
full. It is through the knowledge and experience 
of that special and most individual Love, by the 
closeness of our union with Him, and by the un- 

* S. Luke, xxi. i6, 17. 
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utterable blessedness of being made partakers of 
His own Nature, that we can learn to share the 
Joy of Christ Thus it is that His Joy can remain 
in us, and that our joy shall be full. 

In order to drink deeply, as deeply as we can 
be enabled to do, of this Joy of Christ, we must 
learn with St. Paul, to know the fellowship of His 
sufferings. We must taste the blessedness of true 
self-sacrifice. It is important to bear in mind that 
when our Lord gave utterance to the words that 
have been alluded to concerning His Joy, He was 
already overshadowed by approaching suffering. 
Knowing all things that should come upon Him, 
He was about to go forth* willingly to meet the 
uttermost that human nature", strengthened by 
Divine Nature, could possibly endure. 

Nor did He encourage His disciples to expect 
that they could be sharers of His Joy without 
partaking in, at least, some degree of the cup of 
suffering whereof He drank. ' In the world,' He 
tells them, * ye shall have tribulation ; but be of 
good cheer.* t 'Ye shall be sorrowful; but your 
sorrow shall be turned into joy' % And long before 
this time our Lord had warned His followers that 
the disciple must not expect to be above his 
Master, nor the servant above his lord, in escaping 
humiliation ;§ but 'every one that is perfected 
shall be as his master.' 

* S. John, xviii. 4. t xvi. 33, J Ver. 2a 

§ S. Matt X. 24. 
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Joy, true and holy joy, never can enervate the 
Christian : on the contrary, it stimulates us to 
endurance. It prepares us for whatever sorrow or 
pain God may appoint ; it lifts us through the 
difficulties and through the troubles that must come. 

It cannot, however, but be acknowledged 
that there are certain mental trials which are 
far more difficult to bear with conscious willing- 
ness than any physical distress. Probably this 
is because the mind, being the actual seat of 
such suffering, \s so occupied by endurance that it 
cannot, from the very nature of things, be free 
to drink in the consolations which are nevertheless 
an equally true, though in such cases a subsequent, 
part of the affliction. At these times, a thorough 
trust in the Love which cannot for a while be 
vividly realised, an absolute submission to the 
perfect Will of God, an emphatic determination 
to cling to the Lord in darkness as in light, — like 
the resolution of Job, * Though He slay me, yet will 
I trust in Him** — will prepare the way for that 
brightness of inward joy which will surely after^ 
wards arise, * even as the clear shining after 
rain.' But, speaking generally, (and it might al- 
most be said without any real exception, since 
the cases alluded to are, when rightly used, the im- 
mediate preparation for a joy far deeper than the 
heart could otherwise have contained,) it may be 

• Job, xiii. 15. 
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truly said that the more entirely our hearts are 
surrendered to God, the more will all our sufferings, 
of whatever kind, be blended with joy. 

The Apostle, St. Paul, received the inward 
witness of the Holy Ghost that bonds and afflic- 
tions awaited him. But none of these things 
troubled his heart ; they only caused him to speak 
the more certainly, and the more triumphantly, of 
finishing his course with joy.* And those converts, 
who followed him even as he had followed Christ, 
received the Word * in much affliction, with Joy of 
the Holy Ghost: -^ 

We see how closely the two things are com- 
bined : can we desire to separate them } Can we 
love truly, and know nothing of willing endurance 
for the sake of the beloved object ? Does not 
willing endurance for love's sake contain and pro- 
duce the deepest, purest joy } 

Again, therefore, we find all resolving itself into 
the one essential point, the necessity of a thorough 
surrender of the heart; an absolute yielding of 
body, soul, and spirit, to GOD. This is the secret 
of gaining true joy : this, in itself, is joy ; for it is 
the means of entering into the furthest depths we 
can attain in the knowledge of that Love which 
is the one object of our being, and the perfect 
fulfilment of all our desires. 

♦ Acts, XX. 23, 24. t I Thess. i. 6. 
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'Tis sweet to love Thee, Lord, but oh, how sweeter far to 

know 
The fulness of that blessed Fount from which all love doth 

flow! 
'Tis joy to call Thee * My Beloved,' but deeper joy to feel 
What wealth of tenderness in Thee those precious words 

reveal : 

For through each longing of my soul Thy loving Will is 

shown ; 
Thou dost awaken in my heart sweet echoes from Thine 

own. 
If I rejoice to call Thee mine — such bliss my joy doth 

prove — 
Thou, too, art pleased to call me Thine, Thou who alone art 

LOVE. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

ON PEACE. 

' Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you.' — 

S. John, xiv. 27. 

All true spiritual joy must necessarily include 
peace. We may have peace, blessed peace, without 
its blossoming forth into joy ; but it would be im- 
possible to have joy without peace. And just as 
Christ desired that His followers should be par- 
takers of His Joy, so did He also earnestly desire 
that they should be filled with His Peace. It is 
our own heritage, the special bequest of our Lord 
and Saviour : * Peace I leave with you, my peace 
I give unto you ; let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid.'* • 

Twice in that one discourse did jESUS repeat 
the words, * Let not your hearts be troubled.'t 
And why ? Is it not because when we are troubled 
— when we are not at peace — things so easily go 
wrong with us ? Our hearts get out of tune when 
they are troubled ; they give forth jarring notes, 
♦ S. John, xiv. 27. t Vers, i, 27. 
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expressions of doubt, unholy fears, and hesitating 
scruples — not the sweet music of Christ's Love. 
His Love can be reflected only in the soul that is 
at peace, and can be most perfectly reflected in the 
soul that is in the most 'perfect peace,' just as 
the pure moonlight is most clearly given back in 
beauty by the stillest waters. 

And though we cannot command our own 
feelings, and therefore are not always able to 
rejoice, we may continually be at peace, if only 
our hearts are truly * stayed on God.'* No doubt 
the peace will be greater — or at any rate sweeter — 
at some times than at others. Our hearts may 
not always be equally calmed by its blessed in- 
fluence. But in our saddest hours — even in those 
painful trials which are occasionally allowed to 
darken the joy of the truest believers, either for the 
trial of their faith, the enlarging of their Christian 
experience, or the deepening of their fellowship 
with the Lord, who drank to the very dregs of this 
bitterest cup of anguish — even at such times we 
may be at peace. If we accept without struggling 
the darkness of our trial, the more or less complete 
hiding of the Father's face, the apparent with- 
drawal of all that we most loved and valued in 
our communion with God ; if we suffer all in 
simple resignation, acknowledging His justice and 
perfect goodness in sending the chastisement, 
longing, but not struggling^ for its removal ; if we 

* Isa. xxvi. 3. 
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pour out our hearts to the Lord in our sadness, 
expressing our willingness to abide His own time, 
but praying Him to keep us meanwhile in the 
attitude of faithful, though sorrowing love ; if we 
lean on Him, even though we see Him not ; if we 
cling to Him, though we feel not His Presence, we 
shall be kept in peace — the true peace of quiet 
trust — even through the darkest moment of most 
bitter sorrow. 

The more fully we can maintain this inward 
peace — which in itself will greatly help us to 
remain in the most favourable position for learning 
whatever lesson our Lord desires to teach us — ^the 
sooner will the darkness pass away. The Light of 
our Father's countenance will again shine upon 
us ; we shall be gladdened by a deeper and a fuller 
joy than we had before experienced. And the Peace 
of God, which passeth all understanding, will keep 
our hearts and minds in the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. 

One secret of maintaining true peace is, that 
our surrender to God should be very simple, as well 
as thorough ; that we should follow without ques- 
tion wherever He leads, yet not hurry forward 
without the actual guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
We cannot be too much like ' little children: going 
simply where He takes us, even if it be where we 
might have thought it most unlikely that we 
should be bidden to go ; but refraining from the 
least step, however right it might otherwise have 
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appeared to be in itself, if for us it is not in- 
dicated. 

And let us remember that true simplicity of 
obedience will aim at pleasing God as perfectly as 
possible in the present moment, and will not 
allow us to be constantly trying to ascertain what 
degree of progress we are making in holiness. 
Such simplicity is, indeed, no easy matter of at- 
tainment, but it is a most important means of 
dwelling in unbroken peace ; for peace arises from 
the rest of our heart in the Will of God, the com- 
plete union of our desires with His desire for us. 
And it is not always His Will that our progress 
should be visible to ourselves. Often our pro- 
gress appears slow, and even imperceptible, when, 
nevertheless, much valuable, though secret work is 
being done. If, then, we would remain at peace, 
we must be content not only with the way by 
which God leads us, and with the lessons that He 
is teaching us, but also with the present advance 
that He enables us to make in learning those 
lessons; only taking heed that we are earnestly, 
though quietly and gradually, pressing forward ; 
not hurrying, yet always patiently and steadfastly 
pursuing; ever watchful that we lose nothing 
through our own slothfulness. 

But if it be necessary that our surrender to 
God be as simple as possible, it is equally ne- 
cessary that it should be carried out thoroughly. 
And in order to discern the teaching of God's 
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Holy Spirit, and to obey the voice of the Lord in all 
things, we must take care that we do not entangle 
ourselves with the needless concerns of the world. 
Many things which are in themselves comparatively 
innocent, will, if our hearts be really set on the at- 
tainment of so glorious a mark as the * prize of the 
high calling of God,' become wholly unsuitable for 
us. It should never be a question of what is wrong or 
not wrong, allowable or not allowable, for any who 
wish to be entirely devoted to Christ It should 
be enough if we consider what can best advance, or 
what may in the slightest d^;ree hinder, the blessed- 
ness of our communion with the Lord, or the per- 
formance of any work He has intrusted to us. 

And this test should be adhered to, even 
though it may appear that some comparatively 
trifling compliance with the world might strengthen 
our position for good, or enlarge our sphere of 
usefulness. All such questions must be left with 
God. He knows in what way our usefulness can 
best be furthered, and when the deepening of our 
own spiritual life would become endangered. And 
the first requisite in working for His service is that 
we should live wholly in and by Him, and to Him 
alone. We can gain nothing by trying to extend 
our efforts beyond the limits which are assigned 
to us ; and it would be poor work indeed which 
could be done through the loss of even the 
slightest degree of that close abiding of our heart 
in Christ to which His Love has called us. 
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Every suggestion, therefore, which may occur 
as to whether some little yielding to the spirit of 
the world in any matter in which we have already 
perceived, or are beginning to perceive, God's own 
Will for us, is to be regarded with the utmost 
suspicion. We cannot too clearly acknowledge to 
ourselves that it is impossible to serve God and 
mammon. We cannot too plainly decide that, if 
we wish to gain the highest spiritual blessings, if 
we want to be wholly * Christ's, as Christ is God's,'* 
and above all, if we desire to partake of His own 
Joy, and to abide continually in His Peace, we 
must give up all idea of being conformed to this 
world. We shall need to sacrifice much if we would 
gain much. We must be content to grow more 
more out of tiine with the pleasures and in- 
terests which endure but for a while, if we would 
attune our hearts to those Eternal Joys of which, 
even now, God is ready to give an abundant fore- 
taste. 

For, even in this life, and especially as regards 
spiritual things, as we sow, so shall we also reap. 
If we sow sparingly, we may still reap, it is true, 
but it will be a poor harvest ; if we sow abundantly, 
we shall reap also abundantly ; and if we sow our 
all, we shall reap Christ's all. We shall obtain 
the whole of His Promises, the most precious trea- 
sures of His Love. In this world we shall receive 
as much as our hearts are able to contain — with 

♦ I Cor. iii. 23. 
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tribulation, no doubt, but tribulation full of peace 
— unutterable peace in Him;* and in the world to 
come, the life of Everlasting Joy. 

Speak, dearest Saviour, speak Thy word, 

Deep in each listening heart ; 
Fill us with peace, Thy Peace, O Lord, 

Until our souls depart 

To be with Thee, our God and King, 

Thy perfect Joy to prove. 
Thy praises evermore to sing 

In the bright Home of Love. 

♦ S. John, xvi. 33. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

LONG-SUFFERING AND GENTLENESS. 
* Charity suffereth long, and is kind.' — i CoR. xiii. 4. 

Those who have learnt from the beloved Master 
the secret of His love, and have thereby acquired a 
share in His own peculiar treasures of peace and 
joy, will desire to be found truly gentle and long- 
suffering towards their brethren. 

And it is undoubtedly a fact, strange as it may 
appear, that Christians who have made the least 
spiritual progress themselves are always the most 
intolerant of the faults and infirmities of others : 
whilst, on the contrary, those who have made the 
greatest advance in holiness, will ever be the most 
tender and compassionate towards the erring, or 
towards any who offend them. The union of 
their own souls with Christ enables them to par- 
take of His own forgiving and pitiful Nature. 

But, alas ! how few of us have so deeply 
imbibed the spirit of Christ as to be in truth filled 
with His patient and long-suffering gentleness ? 
All lack of gentleness arises, as St. Paul explains to 
us, from some great deficienc} of love. It is charity 
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that suffers long and is kind ; it is charity that is 
not easily provoked — that beareth all things, hopeth 
all things, and endureth all things.* If we loved 
one another as Christ hath loved us, — that is to say, 
with a love that is drawn from the inexhaustible 
depths of His own Love — ^we should find but little 
difficulty in bearing with each other's frailties. 

For who was so tolerant of the mistakes and 
failures — of the slowness and dulness of men — as 
Christ Himself, the All-perfect Lord } Who bore 
so patiently with want of faith on the part of those 
who should have believed the most fully, with the 
coldness of those who should have been the most 
fervent, the misunderstanding of those who might 
have been expected to comprehend best.^ Who 
was so gentle with the timid and weak, so long- 
suffering with even the stubborn, so patient wiA 
every sin, except that of hypocrisy } And why ? 
Was it not just because He was Perfect that He 
bore so tenderly with imperfection, because He 
was Holy that He felt pity instead of scorn for the 
unholy } If our hearts were more filled wilh His 
Spirit, if we were ourselves a little more like what 
He desires to make us, our anxiety to make 
excuses for the failings of others would be far 
greater than our present anxiety to find excuses 
for ourselves. We should lavish on them the 
abundant consideration which we expect to receive 
at their hands ; we should regard their infirmities 

* S. John, XV. 12 
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with something of the same compassionate ten- 
derness which we so unceasingly meet with from 
our beloved Master. It is when our hearts are not 
fully penetrated and melted by the all-surpassing 
Love of Christ that we are harsh, quickly irri- 
tated, and unwilling to bear the burden of our 
neighbour's infirmities or failings. 

Sad as it may appear, there is undoubtedly no 
point of daily temptation to which Christians so 
frequently give way as this, of impatience with 
the faults or weaknesses of others. Which of us 
that is steadfastly aiming at holiness, and is 
desiring, for Christ's sake, to purify himself, even 
as He is pure, but will find more cause for self- 
reproach in this matter than in anything else.? 
Which of us, on examining the events of one single 
day, will not feel conscious of much deficiency as 
regards forbearance and personal kindness, in 
word, or deed, or at least in manner, towards 
those with whom we have been brought into con- 
nexion } 

As regards our more direct duties to God Him- 
self — that is to say, what we generally regard as 
such — we may almost, in one sense, feel less self- 
reproach. It is true that our love is poor and 
weak, our faith very imperfect. But at least He, 
who reads the hearts, knows that our love, such 
as it is, is fixed upon Himself — that His own 
most wondrous Love suffices for us. Its per- 
fection supplies the imperfections of our own. 

F 
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The weakness and dulness, too, of our spiritual 
understanding, the utter infirmity of our nature, all 
that we can leave to the merciful loving-kindness 
and tenderness which has never yet failed us, and 
never can fail. But these errors concerning our 
brethren, these apparently easier duties which we 
ought at least to be far better able to fulfil, since 
they appeal to our own remembrance of like in- 
firmities, how do our failures in these points 
wound and fret our consciences ! For such 
offences are sins against our Lord Himself ; He has 
given us the strictest charge to love one another, 
even as He has loved us. We cannot hide from 
ourselves that it is just in these very matters that 
our faithfulness to Him is continually being tested. 
Yet, though day after day we repent — ^though day 
after day we are most lovingly forgiven — day after 
day, also, we again offend. 

Truly there is no lesson in all the wide possi- 
bilities of Christian experience so difficult to learn 
as this one, of showing to others, under circum- 
stances of daily anno)rance and provocation, some 
small measure of that tender patience and forbearing 
gentleness which we ourselves reckon upon receiv- 
mg, and so continually do receive. 

AH this is most utterly sad ; but there is one 
remedy. It is a remedy which has been implied 
m the very statement already made — namely, that 
the most advanced Christians, that is to say, those 
who have already gained most of the spirit of 
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Christ, are those who also possess most of these 
blessed graces of long-suffering and gentleness. 

Let us then, even whilst acknowledging our 
backwardness, take fresh courage in pressing on. 
If the lesson be difficult, we must, for our dear 
Master's sake, apply ourselves with the greater 
diligence to learning it. It is only a matter of 
further advance, by the help of our God, along the 
same road that we are already treading. The mark 
at which we are aiming may appear high, it may 
seem far beyond our present reach ; yet we know — 
thanks be to the Lord — that some have attained 
it. And the means by which they attained are 
equally open to ourselves ; the same strength which 
enabled them to persevere is promised to us. If 
we have hitherto failed, more or less, yet doubtless 
we shall conquer — fully and entirely conquer at 
last ; or rather Christ Himself will conquer in us, 
and for us, ' according to the working, whereby He 
is able even to subdue all things unto Himself 

Only let our efforts be made, not only in the 
right direction, but also in the right way. By the 
closest possible union with Christ, by maintaining 
the most constant communion with Him, by 
abiding — not near, but in Him — as entirely as the 
branch abides in the vine ; by being so perfectly 
one with Himself, that His Holy Spirit may 
entirely pervade our hearts, and may bring every 
word, every thought, every feeling into the blessed 
captivity of His love ; it is thus, and only thus, 
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that we can bring forth this fruit of the Spirit to 
His glory. 

Praised be His Name, we know, for He 
Himself has spoken the words, that it is for His 
glory that we should bring forth much fruit.* It 
shall be to His glory, and the glory of the 
Father.f And this was the deepest desire of our 
Saviour's heart— that the Father should be glo- 
rified. 

Then let us press on to the fulfilment, not of 
our own desires alone, but the desires of Christ 
Himself. We, unworthy as we are, may yet be 
enabled to glorify our Saviour; He, our Lord and 
King, will rejoice to see the FATHER glorified in 
us. 

Lord, since on us Thy Love is poured. 

To us Thy Mercy shown, 
For us a choicer treasure stored 

Than heart of man hath known ; 

O let us, through our brethren, give 

Our really best to Thee : 
The purest life that we can live 

Of patient charity. 



• S. John, xviL la t 3cv. 8. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

ON GOODNESS. 

* To do good and to communicate forget not : for with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased.' — Heb. xiii. i6. 

Goodness, as the word is usually employed in the 
Bible, signifies holiness in the active sense, that is 
to say, its outward expression towards God and 
man. Goodness will therefore include all active 
works of mercy and kindness, just as longsuffering 
and gentleness imply mercy and kindness in the 
more passive form. 

* For a good man,* St. Paul tells us, ' peradven- 
ture some would even dare to die;' though for a 
righteous man he asserts that scarcely might one 
be found to do so.* Thus goodness is made some- 
thing beyond mere righteousness. 

And indeed, the more closely we look into the 
matter, the more plainly we see that goodness 
necessarily partakes of the very nature of God, and 
cannot possibly arise except from our immediate 
communication with Himself, who alone is good. 

• Rom. V. 7. 
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can proceed. But the disposition to undervalue 
the necessity of such works arises also, in some 
cases at least, from a spirit of slothfulness, of 
which Satan is ever ready to take advantage by 
persuading us that those things are comparatively 
unimportant concerning which the Scriptures de- 
clare to us the high importance. 

St. Paul most strongly urges his congregations 
to *show the proofs of their love,'* to * abound 
in every good work,*t and he earnestly de- 
sires that they may 'increase the fruits of their 
righteousness.' J In another place he speaks of pray- 
ing for the saints and faithful brethren, not only 
that they maybe filled with the knowledge of God's 
will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, but 
that they may walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
pleasing, h^xn^ fruitful unto every good work. And 
to Timothy he speaks of the necessity of holy 
women being adorned with good works.% In the 
injunctions, too, which he gives about the admission 
of widows in the select number of those who might 
be considered truly devoted to God, he not only 
asserts the necessity of such women being *well 
reported of for good works,' but actually enume- 
rates the works they ought to have been in the 
habit of diligently practising.(| He also charges 
those who are rich in this world's goods that they 
take the more heed to be rich in good works, 

* 2 Cor. viii. 24. t ix. 8. % Ver. 10. 

§ 2 Tim. ii. 9, 10. || v. 10. 
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that so they may lay up in store for themselves a 
good foundation for the time to come, and may lay 
hold on eternal life * 

Our Lord says, speaking of the difference be- 
tween those who are, and who are not, to be acknow- 
ledged as His own, * By their fruits ye shall know 
them.* t Repeatedly does He speak of bringing forth 
fruit to God. J He reminds us that He knows the 
works of His servants ;§ and in one passage alludes 
to the languor of such works as proving His 
followers to be neither hot nor cold, and He 
threatens to reject their service if it be not soon 
amended. 

Again, our Saviour declares that in the great 
day when all shall hear His Voice and shall come 
forth to judgment, it shall be those who have done 
good who shall arise to the resurrection of Life, 
and those who have done evil to the resurrection 
of damnation. There is no underrating of works 
in the Word of God ; * Behold, I come quickly,' saith 
the Lord, ' arid my reward is with me, to give to 
every man according as his work shall be.'|| And 
in the parable wherein He sets forth the wondrous 
picture of the judgment day. He says with unmis- 
takable clearness that our sentence of everlasting 
blessedness or of unutterable woe shall be accord- 
ing to what we have done, or have not done, 

♦ 2 Tim. vi. 19. t S. Matt. vii. 20. 

X S. Mark, iv. 20 ; S. Luke, viii. 8, 15, 16; S. John, xv. 8. 
§ Rev. iii. i, 8, 15. || Rev. xxiL 12. 
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through even one of the least of His brethren, unto 
Himself. 

How, then, can we venture to detract from the 
importance of that service which we may by our 
actions render, or may fail in rendering, to Christ ? 
And as regards the risk, so frequently put forward, 
of attributing merit to our *good works,' there is 
little fear of that being the case provided that we 
bear in mind wherein the only possible * goodness * 
of such works must consist. 

For if we truly believe that they are good just 
so far as they are wrought in immediate union with 
Christ, to Him alone, and through Him alone; — if we 
realise (and the more we strive thus to work in and 
for Himself, the more deeply we must realise) that 
just so far as self has any part in our actions 
they lose their goodness, they become evil with the 
actual corruption of our own polluted natures, — we 
are not likely to over-estimate anything that we 
attempt to do. Rather does this knowledge, this 
full permission on the part of our Lord and King 
to count our works as done for Him, lead us to 
abase ourselves in the very dust before His feet 
as we bring Him our poor, feeble attempts, and 
plead His gracious promise. Looking at our 
efforts in the light of such Divine acceptance, 
we can only beseech His pardon in that we, by 
selfish motives, by our impatience, or by our 
unholiness of heart, have spoiled the offerings 
that we were permitted to bring to our Lord. 
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Soiled indeed may such works be ; unfit to men- 
tion in connexion with His most holy Name. 
Yet, because of His all-compassionate Love, and 
because of the atoning Blood which can purify them 
from every blemish, we still dare to say, — Lord, 
Thou knowest all things. Thou knowest that what 
we do, unworthy as it is, nevertheless is done from 
love to Thee. 

And He who sees the love, the deep yearning 
of the heart, will leave us in no manner of doubt 
concerning the blessedness of being used by Him- 
self It matters not whether we are able to 
accomplish little or much, provided it be truly 
all that we can do, the very best that we can 
bring. The attitude of our hearts towards God 
signifies far more to Him than the amount of work 
that is done. It is not the cost of the offering, 
but the motive which prompted it, that makes the 
whole distinction between what is precious in 
His sight and that which He accounts as utterly 
valueless. 

But if it be important that our work be done 
from a right motive, it is also highly important that 
it be done in a manner worthy of its object, namely, 
the service of Christ. Whatever it may be, it must 
be undertaken with a real sense of responsibility, 
and with a true determination, by the grace of 
His Holy Spirit, to carry out that responsibility 
thoroughly. It is a charge frequently brought 
against religious efforts, especially such as may be 
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called unprofessional efforts, that they are apt to 
be so desultory in their character as to lose half their 
value. And if we examine into the cause of this 
drawback, we shall find that it arises mostly from 
the fact that people who can do but little so often 
forget that the true spirit of work, the real principle 
of self-devotion and self-surrender, is just as neces- 
sary for the right performance of that little as it 
would be if they could do a great deal. And 
surely, the more we remember for whom it is that our 
work is to be done, the more entirely this drawback 
will disappear. 

If any work is really performed ' as to the Lord 
and not unto men,' it must necessarily lose its 
desultory character. To take, for example, the 
ordinary district-visiting, or any such employment 
as reading to old or sick people, or teaching 
in Sunday-schools, as specimens of the work to 
which, perhaps, the greater number of those who 
have but a limited amount of time to spare, turn 
their attention. The first step, when about to en- 
gage in any of these matters, is to realise to our- 
selves that such an undertaking is, in itself ^ a 
charge that becomes binding. There are some 
who engage in these things far too lightly, simply 
because they want something useful to do. Un- 
doubtedly they require something useful to do, 
if their own lives are to be made happy and blessed ; 
but this is by no means a sufficient motive, nor 
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does it provide any real qualification for doing that 
something well. We want a far higher object than 
that of supplying our own needs through the op- 
portunities we meet with of ministering to others. 
If our work is to be truly blessed, it must not be 
done to serve ourselves in any sense; we must 
serve one Master, even Christ 

Every one, then, who wishes to embark in such 
works as we are considering should begin by ask- 
ing himself, 'Am I prepared to accept the re- 
sponsibility of actually doing that which I under- 
take, and of doing it to the very best of the ability 
which God bestows upon me ?* Let not, however, 
this mention of responsibility be misunderstood. 
We are not in the very slightest degree responsible 
for working successfully, nor in any way answerable 
for the results of our efforts. But we are very 
deeply and entirely responsible for the work itself; 
that is to say, for doing it in the best way that 
we, according to our experience and capacities, 
can be enabled to do it. We need fear nothing if 
only we are willing, truly and thoroughly willing ; 
and provided that we are also humble, looking to 
Jesus, not to ourselves ; depending entirely on 
"ini for the grace that we shall so constantly 
'leed. If our work be really done for God, He 
w^ll undertake for us ; but if it be done in any 
spint of self-seeking, it will so far be done, or 
rather will be attempted, in our own strength. 
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And in that case it will be carried on in a desultory 
and unsatisfactory manner, according to our own 
varying moods and interests. 

Having decided, however, on what is to be our 
object, namely, the doing of some work, be it much 
or little, in the service of Christ, — and having trusted 
Him to enable us, for His own honour's sake, to 
carry out our desire in a manner that shall be in 
some sense at least worthy of its object, — the next 
step is to ascertain clearly what it is that our Lord 
would have us do. 

If we perceive no special indications of His 
will, it is better to delay until He sees fit to make 
some opening for us. God knows the desire of 
our hearts, and in His own good time He will 
most assuredly fulfil that desire. It is far safer to 
wait long and patiently for Him than to take the 
slightest step without His direct guidance. If we 
attempt anything hastily we shall but fall into 
mistakes, perhaps even do harm instead of good 
by entangling ourselves in something which is 
wholly unsuited to our capacities. 

But so soon as any work is brought before us 
by God, let us thankfully and unhesitatingly ac- 
cept it. The time has come for us to go forth in 
His Strength ; we need not shrink from difficulties, 
nor tremble at dangers. * When the Good Shep- 
herd putteth forth His own sheep, He goeth before 
them'* 

♦ S. John, X. 4. 
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The actual amount of work which our Lord 
calls upon us to do will of course be regulated by 
the nature and demands of other duties which He 
Himself has appointed for us. We must therefore 
be careful not to undertake more than those duties 
will enable us rightly to perform. If it please 
Him afterwards to increase our opportunities of 
working, we shall easily increase our efforts too ; 
but it is very far better to begin by doing a little, 
and to do that little regularly and thoroughly, 
than to undertake more and do it imperfectly. 

For it is of the very utmost importance that, 
when once any work is intrusted to us, nothing 
should be allowed needlessly to interfere with it. 
Only the word spoken by our Master Himself 
must have power to turn our attention from even 
the smallest duty that He has laid before us. And, 
provided that we are continually looking to Him, 
we shall soon learn to distinguish His own sum- 
mons from all other claims. No demand of worldly 
interest, no selfish gratification, no love of ease, 
will have power to draw us aside, or to shorten 
that time which should be given to a thorough 
performance of the work upon which we have 
entered. The work itself may appear unimportant, 
at any rate, in the judgment of others ; but to us it 
is of the highest importance ; for unspeakably great 
and intensely precious is the right of doing it unto 
the Lord, 

There is one other essential point concerning 
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the spirit in which all religious work ought to be 
performed. It should not be extraneous to the 
rest of our life ; it should be blended with the whole. 
All should be brought into harmony with the en- 
tire consecration of our hearts to the service of 
Christ. Such work may be a distinct and special 
expression, an outward and visible sign, of that 
love to Himself, with which our souls are kindled ; 
but unless we strive, watchfully and prayerfully, to 
follow every indication of His Will in the home 
duties which He has equally appointed for us, unless 
we so use our times of private devotion as to grow 
in spiritual strength and in the knowledge of His 
Love, and unless our communion with Him be 
fuller and closer in proportion to our outward 
service, the expression of love with which we 
began our efforts will soon lose its special character; 
our work will cease to be a true service after all. 

It is when the visible work is rhade a part of 
the invisible growth in holiness that it is enriched 
by the most abundant blessing to ourselves and to 
others. It is then, and only then, that we can 
learn the full joy of ministering to Christ through 
His poorer brethren and through His little ones, 
and that the cup of cold water given in His Name 
receives even now its overflowing reward. 

To some who desire to work most earnestly in 
God's service the want of a definite educational 
training for the purpose may at first appear to be 
a serious disadvantage. And indeed it can hardly 
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be denied that there are certain occupations from 
which some of us are, by this deficiency, more 
or less excluded ; for example, nursing in hos- 
pitals, or any other nursing of the sick that requires 
trained skill ; and even, perhaps, teaching in schools, 
with the exception of those elementary matters, 
or those simple religious truths which every 
thoughtful Christian who has had a fair general 
education must be competent to undertake. But 
for those duties of which previous mention has been 
made, and for others of the same class, there 
can be no higher or more effectual training than 
that which God alone can supply. The very best 
preparation for visiting the poor, or for giving 
simple religious instruction to little children, is 
that of a loving and sympathizing heart, disci- 
plined by the careful and conscientious discharge 
of home duties, and, above all, by the continual 
surrender of the will to God. No doubt experi- 
ence and judgment are likewise needed ; but the 
former can only be gained by actual practice 
of the work itself, the latter is best attained 
through turning each difficulty to profit by the 
help of the Holy Spirit ; and, above all, by living in 
the closest union with the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
IS our ' Wisdom,* as well as our * Righteousness, and 
Sanctification, and Redemption.'* 

There is scope for as much true and blessed 
self-sacrifice in such a life as in any that can be more 

* I Cor. i. 30. 
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openly and professedly set apart for a course of 
usefulness. If we are able to give all our time 
to the special and direct service of Grod, let us 
gladly consecrate the whole in loving and thank- 
ful self-surrender. If, on the other hand, it pleases 
our Lord to mark certain portions of our time as 
reserved for the fulfilment of social duties and 
family claims, we may trust Him to enrich, by 
those very means, the usefulness of a life that is 
none the less completely dedicated to Himself. 
And of many amongst us who have been able to 
do far less in our Master's service than our longing 
hearts have desired. He will one day speak the 
blessed words, 'They have wrought a good work 
on Me ; they have done what they could.'* 

O Saviour ! rouse us, bid us work for Thee, 

Kindle new flames of love within each soul, — 
Love that must bum and conquer, till we see 
The mists that hide Thee from our gaze unroll ; 
And all Thy Power Divine 
In beauty shine* 

Help us to labour on, to watch and pray. 

Until the morning break and darkness fade ; 
Till the pure golden beams of perfect day 

Pierce through our sadness, and dispel our shade ; 
Until Thy glory bright 
Rejoice our sight. 

* S. Mark, xiv. 6-8. 
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Lord, when Thou sittest on Thy judgment Throne, 

The nations spread before thee, fiar and wide, 
Qose to Thy right hand may our place be shown, 
'Midst those who for Thy sake all else denied. 
O joy ! if then we may 
But hear Thee say : — 

What time My brethren hungered, they were fed ; 

Ye drew each trembling outcast to your door ; 
They suffered, and yoiu- eager footstep sped 
To heal their sorrow, and provide your store ; 
Henceforth your hearts shall see, 
Twas done for Me.' 

Then wilt Thou speak those words of wondrous Love 

' Come, blessed children of My Father, come, 
Enjoy the treasures stored for you above ; 
Enter the mansions of My Father's Home. 
Lay all your burdens down ; 
Receive your crown.' 
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CHAPTER X. 

ON GOODNESS — continued. 

* If there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to 
that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not.' 
— 2 Cor. viii. 12. 

It has been said that goodness, as spoken of in 
the Word of God, is the outward expression of 
that deep inward principle of Divine Love which 
necessarily arises — and indeed can only arise — from 
the closeness of our connexion with God Himself. 
Goodness is active in its nature, just as longsuf- 
fering and gentleness are, on the contrary, of a 
more passive character. But though this is true, 
It by no means follows that only those who can 
lead, in the ordinary sense of the words, an active 
life, are able to produce, even abundantly, this fruit 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Goodness is, no doubt, active in its very nature. 
There is that in its essential properties which must 
give itself forth. It cannot possibly remain silent : 
it must needs find some outward ej^pression. 
Nevertheless the form of that expression will 
entirely depend on the possibilities of service which 
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God Himself has appointed for each individual 
And every heart that is fully surrendered to 
Him will find the means of expressing an entire 
and most loving devotion, whether the usual op- 
portunities of active service be granted or denied. 
Love — ^the giving out of the heart towards God, 
and for His sake, to man — may be truly active in 
its nature, however much we may be incapacitated 
from physical exertion. 

None therefore who are debarred by sickness 
from those religious occupations in which they would 
gladly share, have any need to feel themselves 
excluded from the highest privileges. They are set 
apart to glorify their Lord in another, yet an 
equally distinct form of service. They are intended 
to receive a different, but by no means a smaller 
share of blessing. 

This is true, even when sickness or suf- 
fering causes us to be wholly shut out from all 
visible means of usefulness. In the majority of 
cases, however, those who are called upon to bear 
the cross of physical pain or weakness are not 
prevented from still ministering more or less 
directly to the good of their brethren; nor are 
they kept back from doing very real work, even 
in the sens^ of visible usefulness, in the service of 
God. 

In all sickness — whether it lays us entirely 
or only partially -aside from ordinary exertions ; 
whether it be of life continuance, or be merely a 
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temporary setting apart from our usual occupations 
— the first important step is to realise that such 
a trial is, in itself, a distinct vocation, and also 
a most blessed one. Important and blessed will 
it assuredly prove in the actual opportunities 
it gives of influencing those around us, as well as 
in the precious discipline it brings to our own souls, 
if we do but Recognise its true value and turn its 
opportunities to the fullest account. Often and often 
has more work for God been done in the sick room, 
towards the very close of life, and amid much suffer- 
ing, than during many years of actual exertion. 

But we must not overlook the fact that in sick- 
ness we are very often tempted to suppose we can 
do nothing, simply because we cannot do much ; 
and even, in some instances, to attempt nothing 
because the little that can be attempted appears to 
be so insignificant and almost useless. Nothing is 
insignificant which may be done in the Name of 
Christ, and which may be accepted by Him for 
His love's sake. And as to its usefulness — ^we must 
leave that to our Lord Himself. He can use what 
instruments He pleases, and in whatever way He 
pleases ; and He often produces the best results 
from mere trifles. If the deep principle of love 
be firmly rooted in our hearts, it will necessarily 
pervade everything, making even the very smallest 
opportunity of service valuable ; for love is the 
true philosopher's stone, turning all that it touches 
to gold. 
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But, as was just now observed, the first great 
step is distinctly to recognise and accept our con- 
dition of ill-health, whether temporary or lasting, as 
being for the time our true and blessed vocation. 
Let us not be satisfied with merely bearing the 
trial — ^with only getting through our suffering in the 
easiest way we can. Neither let us be satisfied 
with bearing it even with as little complaining as 
we are able- Such a spirit may be not only ex- 
cusable, but even praiseworthy in those who take 
a lower standard in religious matters ; but it will 
not suffice for those who profess to aim at attain- 
ing the prize of our high calling in Christ If 
we would truly respond to the blessedness of that 
glorious vocation, we must accept our suffering, of 
whatever nature it may be, as a real prii}ilege. We 
must consider it to be an actual means of glorify- 
ing our dear Lord under that special discipline 
which He, in tenderest and most welcome love, is 
laying upon us. 

To glorify Him in our weakness or our pain : it 
is no easy task. But neither is it a light recom- 
pense that is attached to the service. To such suf- 
fering belongs the highest of all rewards — the 
reward of closest fellowship with Christy Who will- 
ingly endured the cross, and, for the joy that was 
set before Him, despised the shame, offering Him- 
self without spot to God through the Eternal 
Spirit. 

And in this He, the All Holy One, calls upon 
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some of His nearest followers to enter into a special 
bond of union with Himself. Angels cannot share 
with us this privilege : so far as we know, we 
are the only created beings who can enter into 
so close a bond of fellowship with the SoN OF 

God. 

Concerning the matter of willing endurance 
there is much to be said, and the subject is princi- 
pally reserved for a later chapter. But the idea is 
so essentially connected with that full and self- 
sacrificing acceptance of God's Will which alone 
can turn our endurance into an active development 
of the great principle of love, that it cannot but be 
alluded to even now. 

In fact, the difference between a passive or 
merely resigned acceptance of the sufferings ap- 
pointed to us, and an exertion of -the will by really 
desiring the fulfilment of God's purpose, whatever 
it may be, for ourselves or for others, must 
always strongly mark the distinction between a 
heart that is absolutely surrendered to Him and 
one that is only partially surrendered. If, how- 
ever, any of us do not as yet feel able to take the 
higher standing, let us not be discouraged. Let 
us use the grace we already have to the utmost, 
and wait patiently until our spiritual training is 
sufficiently developed for us to receive more. 
Only let us not deny that the higher standing is 
in itself the best, and let us unceasingly long for 
its attainment. 
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This cictive principle of a loving acceptance of 
God's Will and a desire for its full accomplish- 
ment may exist in its utmost blessedness, turning 
all suffering into that definite form of * goodness * 
which we are specially considering in these chap- 
ters, whether the physical capacity for any other 
kind of service be wholly or only partially withdrawn. 
But it should be remarked that when a certain 
amount of either mental or bodily exertion is per- 
mitted, and when the heart delights in using every 
such opportunity yj?r Christ's sake, the comparative 
rareness of these opportunities is more than made 
up for by the increasing solemnity and sweetness 
which they gain. Nor only to ourselves, — when 
we exceedingly desire to be used, so far as He 
may deem fitting, for whatever service our Lord 
may please — do such privileges often grow in value 
as they diminish in frequency, but even towards 
others the influence that we are enabled to exert 
becomes more and more effectual. It may be the 
very knowledge on their part that any attempts 
we make cause a greater exertion to ourselves 
than they do to some, — or than they occasioned 
to us in times past, — has a considerable effect in 
drawing attention to what we strive to do or say ; 
or it may be that our blessed Lord Himself gives 
an especially loving touch of acknowledgment to 
that which He knows to be done with the more 
love because of its very difficulty. But whatever 
the reason may be, certain it is that a peculiar 
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efficacy is often vouchsafed to such efforts, however 
poor and weak they may be in themselves. 

To our God, therefore, let us trust all our long- 
ing to serve Him in whatever trials He may ap- 
point ; and to Him let us also trust, absolutely and 
entirely, the result of every effort which He ena- 
bles us to make. 

And may He both count us worthy of His 
calling, and also fulfil in us all the good pleasure 
of His goodness, and the work of faith with power ; 
that the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be 
glorified in us, and we in Him, according to the 
grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ* 
Amen. 

Ever to spend and to be spent for Thee, 
Would that such grace were mine ! 
Sure, in Thy Strength Divine, 

I too could labour on through care and pain, 

I too could count all loss as richest gain : 
Let but the work be Thine, 

And toil should prove the sweetest rest to me. 

Oh, would such holy privilege were given ; 

Would Thou didst call on tne 

To spend myself for Thee ! 
Some souls there are who this full blessing share, 
Who, still obeying, spend and never spare. 

Thrice happy souls, to be 
A living sacrifice, made meet for Heaven ! 

* 2 Thess. i. 11, 12. 
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Peace, peace, thou longing heart, repress thy sigh, 

Such bliss shall yet be thine. 

Such sweetest glory shine 
E'en on thy path. Not in one way alone 
Can the true sacrifice of love be shown ; 

That light of Life Divine 
Falls on thy cross j hush, hush thy yearning cry. 

The Master knows, — He careth for thy love. 

O sit thou at His Feet, 

There learn thy lesson sweet : 
Store up each precious word ; so shalt thou find 
Enough to feed thy heart, to fill thy mind ; 

And He will make thee meet 
For highest service in His Courts above. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

ON FAITH. 

* By faith Moses .... forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath 
of the king : for he endured as seeing Him who is in- 
visible.' — Heb. xi. 27. 

Next to love, faith is unquestionably the most 
important of all Christian graces. This we feel 
to be the case, not only from the way our Lord 
Himself speaks of it, and by the manner in which 
it is brought forward in the writings of the Apostles, 
but also from the position it assumes in the 
spiritual experience of every true believer. We 
cannot fail to observe that, from first to last, from 
the outset of our religious life to its close, faith 
is the groundwork of all that we hold most precious ; 
so that to * increase our faith * is to increase in us 
the firmest hold that can be maintained of God's 
Eternal Treasure. 

But, important as it is, we must not forget that 
it cannot receive its true development except in 
connexion with love. Only the * faith which 
worketh by love,'* is of any value in the sight of 

♦ Gal. V. 6. 
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God. That faith which does not work by love St. 
James tells us is dead, being alone. He says 
that even the devils .possess such faith, since 
they necessarily believe in the reality of things 
unseen by ourselves. They know — it is impossible 
for them to doubt — the Almighty Power of God, 
and knowing it, they tremble.* There are cases 
in which faith which does not work by love 
remains useless and barren ; there are also other 
cases in which it can, and actually does, express 
itself by hatred. 

We are, however, ready enough — generally 
speaking — ^to acknowledge the importance of true 
and life-giving faith : our shortcomings more fre- 
quently arise from partly mistaking its nature than 
from any want of appreciation as to its value. 
And this is especially the case with regard to 
what we may call the practical aspect of faith ; 
that is to say, the bearing it has, or ought to have, 
upon the ordinary details of our life. 

Our Lord said to His disciples, ' If ye have 
faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto 
this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place ; 
and it shall remove : and nothing shall be im- 
possible unto you.'t And He repeats the same 
assurance a little later, when His disciples were 
marvelling at the effect of His condemnation of 
the barren fig-tree.J From these passages we 
naturally conclude that we also, if we had more 
• S. Jam. ii. i^^ 20. t S. Matt xvii. 20. % lb. xxi. 21. 



On Faith. 93 

faith, should find our difficulties vanish, our ob- 
stacles overcome. No doubt they would be over- 
come ; that is to say they would, so far as we 
are concerned, cease to be real obstacles ; but 
we are mistaken when we imagine, as we too often 
do, that the faith which can produce such results 
is an act of the mind — a definite effort, to be made 
at a definite time — instead of a condition of both 
mind and heart, to be attained and continually 
persevered in, dUiAfrom which condition the definite 
mental acts necessarily, and it may almost be said 
instinctively, arise. 

There can be no possible doubt that more 
faith, that is to say, a deeper, truer, more effectual 
faith, is one of the greatest needs of our spiritual 
lives. But it will help us in seeking to obtain 
this blessing, and will also help us to use it 
rightly, if we have a clear idea of what it is that 
we so much want. 

The Apostle, St. Paul, has, by the inspiration 
of God, given us a perfect definition of faith. We 
cannot therefore do better than strive, by the 
grace of the same God and Lord, who alone can 
produce this fruit of His Holy Spirit in our hearts, 
to grasp, as thoroughly as possible, the meaning 
of that definition. 

Faith, we are told, is ^ the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen'* 
Hope, then, is closely allied with faith, or rather 

♦ Heb. xi. I. 
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it is a necessary part of it Hope cannot even 
exist without faith, for how could we expect to 
obtain that of which we did not certainly believe 
the reality? Nor can faith exist without producing 
hope in greater or less degree, and in proportion 
to its own strength and power ; for if we believe 
God's word to be true, we must expect Him to 
accomplish it Thus St. Paul speaks elsewhere 
of our being ' saved by hope ;** which is perfectly 
consistent with our being 'justified by faith,'t inas- 
much as hope implies faith. The deeper our faith, 
the more sure and certain, as well as the more 
lofty and glorious, will be our hope. The clearer 
and more definite becomes our expectation of 
having that for which we long, the more patiently 
we can wait for it. It is when we are uncertain 
that we feel restless and hurried. 

But faith is not only the substance of things 
hoped for, it is also — and this is what some of us 
are apt, practically, to overlook — the evidence of 
things not seen. Evidence is that which proves 
anything to be true. Faith, therefore, being the 
evidence or proof to our own hearts, of things 
unseen, makes those things actually real to us. 
In order to illustrate this, St. Paul goes on to 
give instances of how it raised those who lived in 
the power of its influence above the circumstances 
which surrounded them. He does not speak of 
It as a mental effort to which those saints, whose 
* Rom. viii. 24, 25. t lb. v. i, 2. 
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heroism he is recording, were stimulated by cer- 
tain peculiar and exceptional circumstances. He 
speaks of it as a condition of mind in which they 
lived, the consequence of which was that they 
were enabled to meet their difficulties calmly ; 
realising the Presence of God far more vividly than 
they realised the presence of any earthly being, 
or the pain of any earthly trial, however great the 
trial might be. For they endured ' as seeing Him 
who is invisible!^ * 

Such, therefore, is the faith we need, and such 
is the faith which, thanks bd to God, the Holy 
Spirit can bring forth in our hearts quite as power- 
fully as He did in the hearts and minds of the 
Old Testament saints or of the early Christians. 
We want to live, hour by hour, not by what we 
see, but by what we do not see ; to realise the Pre- 
sence of Him who is invisible. This faith can 
indeed remove mountains of difficulty out of our 
spiritual lives : it will enable us to pray effectually 
as well as fervently ; it will bring the fullest an- 
swer to all our petitions, t 

The question of what we can, believing^ ask in 
prayer, and of how far it is allowable, or rather 
of how far it is possible to urge our own personal 
desires in such faithful prayers, especially when 
their main object would be to shield ourselves or 
our friends from mere temporal suffering and loss, 
belongs to another subject. But it must be re- 

♦ Heb. xi. 27. t S. Matt. xxi. 22. 



96 True Consecraiion. 

marked, as concerning that special view of faith 
which we are just now endeavouring to bring 
forward, that in proportion as our hearts are drawn 
into immediate connexion with God through a vivid 
realisation of His Presence — ^and are, by the faith 
which works by love, brought to a truer compre- 
hension of His Will, and enlarged by a closer 
knowledge of Himself and of His all-perfect deal- 
ings, — in that proportion we shall ardently desire 
the full accomplishment of His purposes. We 
shall long for those spiritual blessings which God, 
in His Divine and merciful Love, would bestow 
upon us, or upon any whom we care for. We 
shall therefore be, on account of this desire, most 
anxious not to ask anything that might be out of 
harmony with His will : we would on no account, 
through our own short-sighted wishes, hinder, or 
even seem to hinder, the full purposes of Almighty 
Love. 

There are petitions, concerning which it is 
sometimes said that more faith would have ob- 
tained their fulfilment. It might often be far more 
truly said, that more faith would have prevented 
those petitions from being mad6. 

'Lord, increase our faith,' was the prayer of 
the Apostles of Jesus.* Well may our hearts con- 
tinually echo that request. Lord — our Lord as 
theirs — increase our faith in Thy Love ; in that in- 
finite perfection of love which, whilst it embraces all, 

• S. Luke, xvii. 5. 
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rests with individual tenderness on each. Increase 
our faith in Thy power ; * the exceeding greatness 
of thy power to us-ward who believe ; that we may 
obtain the full hope of Thy calling, and possess 
the glorious riches of our inheritance in Thee/* 
For Thou art able, and willing, to make all 
grace abound in us : Thou canst make us pure, 
even as Thou art Pure. 

Innumerable are the ways in which Satan 
attempts to weaken our faith ; and we many 
of us know but too well by what means he fre- 
quently assails its very foundation. It is true that 
these pages are addressed especially to Christians 
who have resolved on devoting themselves to 
the service of their Lord, or at least are desirous 
of doing so, and who may therefore be pre- 
sumed to have come to God, * believing that He iSy 
and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek Him :'t still we must not ignore the fact that 
even those who have truly given themselves up to 
Christ are not always exempted — especially during 
a considerable portion of their spiritual lives — from 
suggestions of doubt or from temptations to un- 
belief 

The very existence of these doubts gives the 
utmost pain to one who truly loves his Lord ; 
yet their presence seems often to render the 
mind powerless in so grappling with them as 
to prove their vanity. At such times we feel as 

♦ Eph. i. 18, 19. t Heb. xi. 6. 

H 
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though our faith were shaken, perhaps even gone, 
when it is only tried, and is being strengthened 
by that very process which appears to threaten 
its destruction. Even though faith may seem 
brought to the lowest ebb, yet, if it be the faith 
which worketh by love, it will, in the hour of 
peril, be held fast by that love to which it is 
united. Love ipay be agonised by the strain, but 
will not be overpowered in the conflict ; it will 
not let go the faith which it has embraced. And 
when the temptation has left us — as it will surely 
leave us after a -while — faith and love will to- 
gether emerge the stronger and the purer for that 
very anguish through which they have passed. 

Our temptation may have arisen — it is fre- 
quently the case in these days of advance- 
ment in intellectual learning — through what 
St Paul speaks of as 'the oppositions of science 
falsely so called.'* Falsely so named in the sense 
here spoken of, because it claims to be what 
it is not. For science means the knowledge of 
any thing ; and all that can be at present as- . 
certained by human research in those matters 
which are made the subject of opposition, is far 
too partial and too indistinct to deserve the 
name of knowledge. When Love has enabled us 
to take a higher standing ground, and to look 
upon the surrounding perplexities by the light of 
God's grace, we perceive that, since faith is the 

* I Tim. vi. 20. 
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evidence of things not seeUy we should not expect it 
to receive direct support from the things that are 
seen. Evidence is not speculation, any more than 
speculation is evidence. The Evidence of faith is 
far stronger and clearer than any proof that can be 
brought to our outward senses. Those senses may 
be deceived ; the strongest testimony brought be- 
fore them may, and in the matters we allude to, 
must be wholly incomplete ; but that which is per- 
ceived by Faith is the internal witness to our hearts 
of everlasting realities which shall for ever be un- 
touched by all the vain imaginations of man. 

' Through faith we understand that the worlds 
were framed by the word of God, so that things 
which are seen were not made of things which do 
appear.'* Faith enables us therefore, to feel sure 
of one great and blessed fact, — that in whatever 
way any created object was framed, it was done by 
the Word, and by the Will of the Almighty Crea- 
tor. Through faith we know that whatever may 
appear contradictory to the truths God has revealed 
to us, appears so only because of our imperfect 
knowledge. As regards the things that are seen, we 
can — apart from the revelation of God — be guided 
only by our own weak understandings, which 
could grasp but little of the wondrous truth, 
even if all were laid open to us without re- 
striction, and without other hindrance than our own 
incapacity. But by faith we are brought into the 

♦ Heb. xi. 3. 
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most intimate connexion with Truth itself. We 
can, therefore, wait patiently until, in the fulness 
of time, God shall make known to man those deal- 
ings He is now pleased to veil in mystery, for 
the trial of that very faith and love by which He 
can meanwhile enable us to hold fast to Himself 
through all perplexities and temptations. 

None who cling to Christ through such diffi- 
culties, though it be in darkness and apparent 
doubt, are left to endure the darkness for long. 
In loving obedience to Him, whom it grieves us to 
the very heart that we were ever tempted to dis- 
believe, lies the one way to become freed from this 
trouble. In Jesus, who is Himself the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life, consists the only possible en- 
trance to a happier and truer perception of the 
great realities which surround us. * If any man 
will do His Will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God.'* 

And if, long after we have learned more or 
less thoroughly to * live by our faith,' that is to say, 
to speak, and think, and act, ' as seeing Him who 
is invisible,* — if still, though we have received from 
our Lord Himself proof after proof to our own 
hearts of the full truth of all that we hold most 
precious, some suggestions of doubt — now more 
painful than ever — are permitted to assail us, 
we need not for one moment be discouraged or 
cast down. We need not grieve as though such 

* S. John, vii. 17. 
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ideas had been of our own sinful choice. If by 
God's grace we turn from them, disown them, as 
far as possible repel them, they cannot be sin. 

This is a matter in which it is often most 
difficult, whilst we are much troubled, to dis- 
tinguish between temptation and sin. But in 
order to ascertain the difference, we have only 
to consider on which side our inclination lay. And 
if we perceive that our inclinations were wholly 
against the thoughts suggested, — if, however much 
they haunted and disturbed our minds, we in- 
dignantly rejected and disowned them, — we can 
remember the Son of God, tempted in the wilder- 
ness, tempted in all points even as we are, yet 
without sin. We have but to cast ourselves afresh 
into the blessedness of true fellowship with Him, 
and to draw new supplies of strength from His 
sympathy and protection. 

By dedicating ourselves wholly to the Lord we 
practically closed the door, once and for ever, 
against the real entrance of doubt into the inner 
sanctuary of our heart. That sanctuary belongs 
to Christ ; He Himself condescends to abide 
there, and His Presence effectually bars the door 
against all intruders. The doubts with which 
we may be harassed can find no real admittance. 
Even though the noise of our enemy's attack may 
echo so painfully as almost to deceive us with the 
impression that he has forced a way in, we may 
calm our fears with the remembrance that it is 
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impossible, since the Lord Himself is our Keeper ; 
He will not suffer our feet to be moved ; He will 
neither slumber nor sleep* And if we cannot 
after all decide the question ourselves, we may- 
leave to Him our fear lest we have received any 
stain from our contact with that evil which has 
been suggested to us. If there be any such stain, 
He will wipe it wholly away ; He will not see 
iniquity in His own ; He will only draw the 
troubled heart yet closer to Him in His Love. 
We shall find, therefore, that the only real effect 
of such attacks is to cause us to cling to our beloved 
Saviour with an increased tenacity of affection; 
hiding ourselves from all danger under the shadow 
of His wings. 

One respect in which we most of us greatly need 
an increase of faith is concerning God's personal 
teaching to our own hearts. If we have entirely 
surrendered ourselves to Christ, it necessarily fol- 
lows that He has, in a more special sense than ever 
before, undertaken for us. For Himself are we to 
be trained, and most perfectly will He teach us, 
most thoroughly will He order everything for us, 
making all things — even our own infirmities and 
apparent hindrances — work together for our good. 
We who desire to walk and live by faith, as 
seeing Him who is invisible, need to feel more 
fully assured of this, and to rest more confidently 
in the assurance. We need to hold more loosely 

* Ps. cxxi. 3-5. 
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by earthly matters ; to let go more peacefully of 
whatever is withdrawn from us. The pain of any 
changes that God brings about for us is more than 
compensated for by the blessed touch of His most 
tender Love. We should look less at what He is 
doings as regards the present details, and more at 
Himself. We should care less about our own 
wishes ; more about His Will. We need to turn 
our thoughts away from the passing troubles or 
difficulties — only letting them affect us as it pleases 
Him, making us the more supple in His Hands — 
but looking only, with any real attention, to Him 
who is the one Object of our lives, ' the Alpha and 
'the Omega, the Beginning and the End.** 

And if we are satisfied that our beloved Lord 
should teach us in His own way, we ought not to 
be perplexed if He seems to be training us in a 
different manner from others, and that He does 
not teach us — at any rate at present — what He 
is evidently teaching to some of His servants 
whose example we may perhaps wish to follow. 
Even though such Christians be further advanced 
than ourselves, we need not be uneasy if we find 
that we cannot become just what they are be- 
coming, provided only that our hearts are equally 
surrendered to the Lord. For God has infinite 
variety in His purposes ; and if we give ourselves 
up without reserve to be moulded according to His 
will, He will make of us that which shall accom - 

* Rev. xxi. 6, 
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plish His special desire as regards ourselves ; 
though it may not be according to the same pur- 
pose that He has formed for certain others. 

We can each — and the thought is full of joy 
and blessedness — become to our beloved Master 
something different from what any one else can be. 
He has a special idea to be fulfilled in each souL 
Every individual is intended to show forth some 
distinct expression of His Infinite and Almighty 
Love. Let us, therefore, by faith in that Love, 
obey His word as spoken to our own hearts. Let 
us follow the guidance of His Holy Spirit, learning 
what He would teach us, doing whatever He points 
out, without a doubt or fear. Let us be careful 
only to keep in the closest possible union with 
Christ, abiding in the full blessedness of His 
Love, and we need never scruple to believe that 
— unworthy as we know ourselves to be — we are, 
nevertheless, most truly guided by the Spirit of 
God. 

Through faith in that guidance, and by an un- 
hesitating obedience to all that is individually re- 
quired of us, we become daily less conformed to 
the world. Its ways appear more and more un- 
suited to our inward life ; we grow out of harmony 
with them. Worldly .pleasures and cares become 
utterly distasteful and wearisome, their objects 
wholly uninteresting. Nor could it be otherwise 
if our spiritual progress be carrying us onward in 
the blessedness of an ever-deepening fellowship with 
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Christ. We may indeed most truly rejoice at 
every sign that it is so, since a growing distaste 
for the things of this world is a token of grow- 
ing conformity to the things of God. May He 
give to more and more of us grace to perceive and 
welcome this token of true spiritual union with 
Himself, and may He grant to each one of His 
own a fuller experience of such blessedness ! 

By faith we dare to enter into whatever lone- 
liness of heart this change may produce. In such 
loneliness we. hear the Voice of the BELOVED 
who calls us into a desert-place apart. He draws 
us ; we will run after Him.* And we shall find 
those desert-places transformed by His Presence. 
The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad 
for us ; the desert shall rejoice and blossom as a 
rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and our hearts 
shall rejoice with joy and singing. We shall see 
the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our 
God. Let us therefore be strong, and fear nothing. 
In our lonely hours, we shall find springs of 
water in a thirsty land ; and a highway shall 
be there, — a way which shall be to us the Way of 
Holiness. It shall be for us ; and foolish though 
we may be, we cannot err therein.f 

Thus, in the full blessedness of intercourse with 
Himself, shall we be enabled to go wheresoever 
Christ may lead us, and to do whatsoever He may 
demand. For His sake we can endure the troubles 

* Cant. i. 4. t Isa. xxxv. 1-8. 
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that may arise ; we can endure the mistaken judg- 
ments that are passed upon us, the censure of those 
whom we respect, or the disappointment of those 
whom we most love. We can bear to be thought 
narrow-minded, wanting in common sense, over- 
enthusiastic, or whatever else we may be con- 
sidered. We can endure all this, and far — far more 
than this, *as seeing Him who is invisible,' as 
realising His Presence whose fellowship is the one 
desire of our hearts, whose Love is our one delight, 
who is Himself our Shield and our 'exceeding 
great Reward.* 

My spirit riseth at Thy call ; 

Saviour, I follow Thee. 
Let doubts po more my heart enthral. 
Nor fears my trembling soul appal ; 
But on, — through care, through pain, through all, 

Help me to follow Thee. 

Faint, yet uplifted by Thy might, 

Now would I follow Thee : 
Onward, through trouble's darkest night, 
Till faith's brief day be lost in sight 
Onward, to heaven's glorious Light, 

jESUS, I follow Thee. 

♦ Gen. XV. i. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

ON MEEKNESS. 

* Learn of Me, for. I am meek and lowly in heart : and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls/ — S. Matt. xi. 29. 

Faith lifts us above the hindrances of those earthly- 
difficulties which surround us, and, working by 
love, enables us to do and suffer much in our 
blessed Saviour's cause. Therefore, because faith 
admits us to high spiritual privileges, and be- 
cause, to our unworthy hearts, privileges are so 
usually attended with danger, meekness is men- 
tioned as being required in immediate union with 
this other and more conspicuous gift. 

It is remarkable that when the Apostles 
prayed that our Lord would increase their faith, 
whilst he urged upon them yet further the import- 
ance of the grace they sought. He yet at once 
proceeded to give them a lesson of deep and 
thorough humility.* He taught them that, what- 
ever Jthey might resolve to do, or might actually 
be enabled to do, a continued sense of their own 

♦ S. Luke, xvii. 5-11. 
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Master spoke most plainly to His disciples on this 
point. He did not only tell them it was good 
to be humble ; that the meek should inherit the 
earth, the poor in spirit possess the kingdom 
of heaven ;* He had more urgent instructions than 
these to give to such as desired to gain the highest 
blessings and privileges of His service. He bade 
them remember that His followers must be con- 
tent to take absolutely the lowest place. They 
must not only be poor in spirit in the sight of God ; 
they must humble themselves completely towards 
their fellow-men. His true disciple must be the 
servant of all,t and must, like his Lord, think no 
service too low to perform for the good of his 
brethren.^ He and only he that willingly humbleth 
himself shall be exalted.g 

But we need to be watchful even in obeying 
this special command of our Lord. So strangely 
perverse is our nature, so subtle the tempta- 
tions of Satan, that many Christians are led to 
suppose they are humbling themselves when, se- 
cretly, they are more or less exalting themselves. 
Self-complacency will often find an entrance even 
into those words or actions which are intended to 
be signs of humility ; and if, on perceiving any trace 
of this evil, we do not at once expel the poison 
from our hearts, our meekness is changed into 
spiritual pride, our abasement into self-importance. 

♦ S. Matt. V. 3, 5. t xxiii. ii. J S. John, xiii. 3-18. 

{ S. Matt, xxiii. 12. S. Luke, xiv. 11. 
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And let us make no mistake about the nature 
of true humility. It is no true meekness which 
makes us hesitate to accept the fullest privileges 
which God desires to bestow upon us, or which 
causes us to hold back from any work which He 
has pointed out. Humility, in all such matters, 
will look to God's will alone, not to our own choice, 
nor to our own ideas of what is possible. It is a 
false shame, not real meekness, which can presume 
to question God's choice, or would venture to draw 
back from attempting anything that He demands 
of us. 

Reverence will deepen and mature as true 
humility increases ; indeed, reverence is most 
closely connected with such meekness as we are 
enjoined to cultivate. But hesitations, together 
with all those fears which arise from cowardice, 
vanish before real meekness, which, like every other 
Christian grace, is born of love, and will venture all 
at the bidding of the beloved One. 

Even amongst our fellow-men, humility does not 
require, or rather does not permit us to shrink from 
occupying any position that God may assign to 
us. Such a matter is His appointment, not ours ; 
we may not alter it whatever it may be. But we 
can, by His grace, if that position be what is com- 
monly called honourable, fulfil its duties with 
simplicity and humility ; as, on the other hand, 
if our circumstances be lowly we can accept the 
accompanying trials willingly, thereby turning 
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them into most blessed tokens of fellowship with 
our Lord. 

And to all of us, be our outward position high 
or low, many opportunities will arise of accepting 
with voluntary self-abasement such little humilia- 
tions as God places in our way. These matters 
become a means of very precious discipline ; they 
are yet more — they are opportunities of draw- 
ing closer to our beloved Saviour. The mark of His 
cross rests upon these true denials of self; the 
smile of His Love sweetens them ; they are bright- 
ened by a touch of His own most holy Joy. Thus 
we take pleasure in humiliation, in infirmities, in 
necessities, in distresses, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon us ; for when we are weak for Christ's 
sake, then are we strong.* 

The great blessedness of humility is that it 
brings us into an absolute dependence on our Lord. 
The more utterly and helplessly we depend on 
Him, the more He can do for us ; the closer we 
cling to Him in our weakness, the more He can 
strengthen us ; the better we recognise our own 
poverty, the more abundant riches can He bestow 
upon us. Therefore humility is one of the greatest 
secrets of spiritual growth ; for by it we are led 
to rest continually in Christ Finding that we 
have absolutely nothing of our own, we receive 
and possess all, even the utmost treasures we can 
desire in Him, 

* 2 Cor. xii. 9, lo. 
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And the more entirely we learn of Christ, 
in meekness and lowliness of heart, the clearer 
and the more practical becomes our faith ; each 
grace acts upon the other, each is deepened and 
strengthened by the same means. There is some- 
thing amiss about our faith if it cause self-exalta- 
tion instead of humility, and there is something 
wrong in the very nature of our humility if it does 
not, by purifying our hearts from self, enable us to 
see, spiritually, and with ever-increasing clearness, 
Him who is invisible. 

Thus the prophet Habakkuk, speaking of 
the revelation of God*s will, and the necessity of 
patiently waiting for the fulfilment of what had 
been declared, tells us, ' Behold his soul which is 
lifted up is not upright in him ; but the just shall 
live by his faith.'* 

The faith which enables us actually to realise 
God*s Presence, must necessarily, and in proportion 
to the vividness with which He is brought before 
our minds, humble us to the very dust. Thus it 
was with the prophets of old when the Lord God 
showed Himself to them in visions, or spoke to 
them ' mouth to mouth, even apparently.'f Moses 
was the meekest man on earth ; J and ' surely 
we may connect this meekness with the con- 
tinual and immediate intercourse which it was his 
privilege to hold with God. Job had declared his 
innocence to his friends; he boasted the good 

♦ Hab. ii. 4. t Num. xii. 8. } ver. 3. 
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works he had done, urging that he had * delivered 
the poor who cried, and the fatherless who had 
none to help him.' He said the * blessing of him 
that was ready to perish came upon him, and 
he had caused the widow's heart to sing for joy.' 
He spoke of * putting on righteousness, and it 
clothed him,' and his own 'judgment was his 
robe and diadem.'* But so soon he had heard the 
Voice of the Lord speaking to himself, — when he 
felt the revelation of Divine glory in his own soul, 
— ^these ideas were changed. There was no further 
possibility of the least thought concerning any 
good in himself. * I have heard of Thee by the 
hearing of the ear,' he exclaimed, * but now mine 
eye seeth Thee ; wherefore I abhor myself and re- 
pent in dust and ashes' f 

So, too, Isaiah, when he saw the vision of the 
Lord in His glory, cried, * Woe is me, I am undone ; 
because I am a man of miclean lips^ and dwell in 
the midst of a people of unclean lips ; for mine eyes 
have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts.'$ And 
Habakkuk, besides the passage already alluded to, 
in which he evidently connects seeing the visions 
of the Lord with a deep sense of personal humilia- 
tion, says again a little further on, * When I heard, 
my belly trembled ; my lips quivered at the Voice : 
rottenness entered into my bones. I trembled in 
myself, that / might rest in the day of trouble! % 

* Job, xxix. II, &c. t xlii. 5, 6. 

X Isa. vi. 5. § Hab. iii. 16. 

I 
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This was the holy fear of reverence, that fear of 
God which is closely akin to joy. Such fear must 
needs be akin to joy, for it causes that purifying of 
the heart which arises out of every true longing 
after holiness. Therefore the prophet goes on in 
the next verses to say, 'Although the fig-tree 
shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the 
vines ; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the 
fields shall >'ield no meat ; the flock shall be cut 
ofi* from the fold, and there shall be no herd in 
the stalls (all signs of God's wrath against His peo- 
ple), yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 
God of my salvation. The LORD God is my 
Strength.' ♦ 

And lest we should think that this efiect can be 
only or chiefly produced by miraculous visions of 
the Most High, there is recorded a similar result of 
faith in one whose external circumstances, though 
different, were certainly not more helpful than our 
own. The Centurion who came to our Lord, be- 
seeching that his servant might be healed,t had no 
further outward proof of His Divinity than those 
people whom we hear of in the next chapter 
as daring to * laugh Him to scom,'J or than the 
Pharisees who presumed to accuse Him of being in 
league with Satan.§ Yet by faith this Roman 
perceived and realised the Divine Presence. He 
saw that which was not only invisible, but might 

♦ Hab. iii 17-19. f S. Matt. viii. 5, 6, &c. 

X S. Matt ix. 24. $ Ver. 34. 




On Meekness. 1 1 S 

be the more easily overlooked on account of that 
which was visible, namely, the humanity of our 
Saviour. By faith he rose above all those surround- 
ing circumstances which hindered the belief of 
others. He looked beyond that which was seen 
and temporal, to that which was unseen and 
eternal. In the meek and lowly Jesus, the Cen- 
turion perceived and adored His GOD. 

And the effect produced on his mind by the 

presence of Divine power and holiness was a deep 
sense of humiliation. * Lord, J am not worthy that 
Thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the 
word only, and my servant shall be healed.* The 
faith which produced such meekness and rever- 
ence caused our Lord Himself, we are told, to 
'marvel.* If we do not realise our unworthiness, is 
it not for lack of that faith by which we might 
perceive the Presence of our Lord ? For we have 
and may perceive His Presence, spiritually, with 
as much clearness as the Centurion could see Him 
in bodily form. Rather we have far more than he 
had, or than any, even the most favoured disciples, 
could have before the coming of the Holy Ghost, 
and before our Lord's Ascension. 

During the few precious years that our Saviour 
was on earth. His followers could only share the 
blessedness of personal intercourse with Him under 
restricted conditions. Not even those who were 
nearest to Him, which none could be continually, 
might claim His full and undivided attention at 
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every moment and under all circumstances. Those 
who most appreciated such blessedness must have 
felt most keenly the partings and interruptions. 
And at the last supper only twelve were present to 
hear His words of special Love ; one only was lean- 
ing on His Breast whilst listening to those words. 

But the Ascension of our Lord, — after He Iiad 
united Himself to us by taking upon Him our 
nature^ — and the sending us the Holy Spirit to 
make us absolutely one with Himself, have given 
us His own presence in a manner in which none 
could possess it before. Christ is our own in 
another and closer sense than any in which He 
could previously belong to His people. He is 
' with us always, even to the end of the world.'* In 
this respect we have an immeasurable advantage 
over any who saw their Master in bodily form ; 
we possess a privilege greater than the highest 
honour accorded to the prophets of old. Their 
visions and revelations were glorious ; but they 
could not be continual. Even whilst they were 
beholding the tokens of God's Presence, or whilst 
they heard His Voice, the favoured moments were 
passing away, the special blessedness was ended. 

Truly, in the individual possession of our most 
precious LORD, the very least in His kingdom now 
is greater, that is to say, has greater privileges, 
than the greatest of those who lived under the old 
dispensation. But it is by faith that we must 

* S. Matt, xxviii. 20. 
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> 
enjoy that privilege, by living in the presence of 

Christ, — as 'seeing Him who is invisible.* And 
it is to the meek and lowly in heart, to those 
who know and deeply feel their exceeding un- 
worthiness, that He comes in the fullest and most 
distinct reality ; dwelling with them, abiding in 
them, showing them more and more of the won- 
drous treasures of His Love. 

If by faith we are enabled to realise the blessed 
Presence of Christ within ourselves, surely each one 
of us can but exclaim, like the Centurion, ^ Lord, I 
ant not worthy to be called Thine own, not worthy so 
much as to kneel before Thee, not worthy to be num- 
bered amongst the lowest of Thy saints' Yet, 
having had more revealed to us than was known 
to the Centurion, possessing as we do the record 
of our Saviour s unspeakable Love, we may add to 
such expressions of heartfelt humiliation, * Never- 
theless, Lord, unworthy as I am. Thou hast laid 
down Thy life for m.e ; Thou hast loved me with 
unspeakable tenderness. I am unfit to kneel before 
Thy Throne, unfit to raise my eyes to Thee ; still 
Thou dost lift me out of all my misery ; Thou dost 
draw me to Thyself ; I am Thine, wholly Thine 
own. Thou dost lay me on the Bosom of Everlast- 
ing Love.' 

And intense must be the yearning for holiness 
which arises from such thoughts, most ardent the 
hunger and thirst for righteousness, the burning 
desire to be made *pure even as He is pure.* 
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Perhaps, in these days, when so much is 
rightly and necessarily urged concerning the 
love of Christ in drawing all who will come to 
Him, that they may receive the benefits He has 
obtained by the shedding of His most precious 
blood, there is often hardly enough thought given 
to the great duties of humility and reverence. . In 
our dread of keeping any souls from Christ through 
fear, we are sometimes apt to forget that there are 
two kinds of fear. We forget there is a fear of 
God which is simply a most loving awe of His 
Holiness and of His blessed Presence, and which is 
closely allied to the deepest spiritual joy, as well 
as a fear ' which hath torment' Perfect love, or 
even love which is in any degree advancing towards 
perfection, will increase and deepen the one as cer- 
tainly as it will cast out the other. 

Those who are striving to gain the blessedness 
of continual communion with their Lord, should 
very watchfully cultivate that holy reverence which 
IS one form, and a most blessed form, of true 
Sleekness. It is a matter about which we can- 
not be too careful, provided only that our hearts 

G nlled with love as well as with deep rever- 
eucc wt 
ffi cannot let such loving reverence too 

oroughly pervade all that we do or say : and 
especial K u 
sho IH ^y ^^ means exceptionally, it 

with n ^^'^^^^ 2ill that has any direct connexion 
It h ^' ^r with our work for Him. 

^s been well remarked that we are apt to 
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speak differently of^ our human friends in their 
presence and in their absence, and that this is to a 
considerable degree the case even if we love such 
friends very dearly. We would say nothing un- 
kind of them, nothing at any rate deliberately 
unkind, when they are away; but there will 
nevertheless be frequently some difference in our 
tone. We venture to make remarks on their 
conduct which we would not do if they were at 
hand ; or we speak of them in a lighter or more 
familiar manner than we should quite like them to 
overhear. And if we unexpectedly find, in the 
course of some conversation referring to any such 
friends, that they were near, and perhaps within 
hearing, we feel ourselves grow confused. It is 
evident, therefore, that our tone would have been 
in some respect a little different if we had known 
of their presence. 

And surely, when by faith we realise God's 
Presence, our tone of speaking becomes influenced. 
There is, in proportion to our faith, a sense of 
loving awe ; there is a turning of the heart to Him 
as the only Judge of what we are saying or doing,, 
the only One whose opinion comparatively speak- 
ing, has any value for us. A sweet and holy awe 
arises out of the very closeness of our own con- 
nexion with Him, out of the precious knowledge 
that we are indeed His very own, and that He, in 
His wondrous Love, cares for all we say or do. 
What we need then, in order to attain more holi- 
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ness, IS a more and more continual sense of God's 
Presence, a more. intense yearning for it, an un- 
willingness to let it go for a moment. We need 
that reverence, in thought, and word, and deed, 
which springs from a knowledge of our own utter 
worthlessness, combined with an equally strong 
sense of the inexpressible Love of Christ, the Love 
which passeth knowledge. So shall that Love keep 
our hearts in everlasting peace. 

Lord, when I feel Thy Presence near. 

And, hushed with silent love 
My soul adores, how calm and clear 
Those searching moments prove ! 
I loathe, I hate, each poisonous touch of sin ; 
Oh, make and keep me truly pure within. 

Unworthy to be called Thine own. 

Still in Thine Arms I rest ; 
Unfit to kneel before Thy Throne, 
Yet laid upon Thy Breast. 
Could I respond to the transcendent grace. 
How would my soul such Love Divine embrace ! 

Most Holy, Holy, Holy One ; 

Most sweet and blessed Lord ; 
Be all Thy sacred pleasure done, 
Thy perfect will adored. 
Only, in Thine own time, in Thine own way. 
Grant me a sinless heart to worship and obey. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

ON TEMPERANCE. 

* He that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things.' 

— I Cor. ix. 25. 

This is one of the things we are slow in realising 
— that we must actually strive for the mastery, 
must^^A/ under the banner of Christ ; that if we 
would win the victory of faith, we must not suffer 
ourselves to be brought under the power of our 
own natural inclinations. 

The Lord Jesus has redeemed us unto Himself. 

* He gave Himself for our sins, that he might 
deliver us from this present evil world, according to 
the will of God and our Father, to whom be 
glory for ever and ever.'* He is the revelation of 
the mystery of God's Love, which was kept secret 
before the world began ; but in Him it is made 
manifest to us, according to the commandment of 
the Everlasting God, ^for the obedience of faith! f 

And if Jesus has lived as well as died for us ; 
if, both in life and in death. He was our Example 

♦ Gal. i. 4, 5. t Rom, xvi. 25, 26. 
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as truly as He was our Representative, we must 
surely imitate that blessed Example in most absolute 
self-surrender and in holy, unhesitating obedience. 
By conquering sin in our nature, and by taking 
that nature into the eternal heavens, into the 
actual Presence of the Father, He secured for us 
the right of entering thither with Him. Christ 
took upon Him our weakness that we might be 
partakers of His Strength. ' It is in that Strength, 
and by virtue of our union with Himself, that we 
are to * fight the good fight of faith ;' and when we 
have fought and striven, when we have wrestled 
and have gained the mastery, we shall receive the 
crown of righteousness which is laid up for all 
those who love His Appearing.* 

But if we desire to obtain that glorious victory, 
and would do battle as true soldiers of our Lord, 
treading step by step where He trod, clad in His 
armour, and prevailing also by the sword of His 
Spirit,t we must remember it is no light contest in 
which we engage. We shall need the whole armour 
of God, if, having done all, we may hope to stand. 
It is a real, often it may seem to be almost a 
desperate, struggle to which we are pledged ; though, 
thanks be to our God, the victory is secured to us, 
if only we continue steadfast in the faith — if we 
endure as seeing Him who is invisible. 

Speaking to the Corinthians of the Christian 
life, St. Paul compares it to a race, which not all 

* 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. t Eph. vL 12-18. 
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who start may succeed in winning. And he goes 
on to speak of the careful training to which those 
who desire to excel in such races subject them- 
selves. He urges, that if even for a poor, cor- 
ruptible, earthly crown men will practise so much 
self-denial, — if such candidates for the mere shadow 
of honour do not expect to gain the mastery 
without being temperate in all things, — how far, far 
more eagerly should we, who are striving for an in- 
corruptible crown, abstain from all that may even 
possibly hinder us in attaining our object. Then 
the Apostle goes on to tell us of his own practice in 
this matter. * I therefore so run, not as uncertainly ; 
so fight I, not as one that beateth the air ; but I 
keep under my body, and briHg it into subjection ; 
lest, by any means, when I have preached to others, 
I myself should be a castaway.'* 

There was a time when Christians, that is to 
say. Christians who were really devoted, used to 
lay too much weight on the importance of self- 
denial in material things. They assigned to such 
duties as fasting, and the renunciation of earthly 
pleasures and interests, too high a prominence in 
regard to other duties. Moreover, the blessedness 
of self-renunciation was often made unreal by being 
exaggerated. It was distorted, and forced into an 
unnatural and unhealthy shape. 

Of course, in a certain sense, all self-renuncia- 
tion may be called unnatural. But though it 

* I Cor. ix. 26, 27. 
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cannot be otherwise than in contradiction to that 
old nature which we are bidden to put off, it may 
and should be in perfect harmony with the new 
and spiritual nature which we must put on in 
Christ Only those acts of self-denial which pro- 
ceed from morbid views of duty, and which are 
therefore in harmony with neither the old nature 
nor the new, since they are not according to the 
Spirit of Christ, whose life is our second nature, 
can fairly be called unnatural and unhealthy. 

But although this is true, and though we should 
be careful not to revive the mistakes of past times, 
surely it is equally true that, in the reaction which 
has followed those mistakes, we have most of us 
gone too far into the opposite extreme. How 
few amongst us know practically what it is to 
endure hardness as good soldiers of Christ!* Might 
not our spiritual lives be more vigorous, should we 
not be stronger in the grace that is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, if we practised more self-denial, and 
kept a more careful check on our material plea- 
sures and indulgences ? Would it not be well if 
in all such things, trifles as some of them may at 
times appear, we were far more watchful to please, 
not ourselves, but Him who hath chosen us to be 
His own ? 

It is a faithful saying, that if we be dead with 
Him, we shall also live with Him. Can we be 
dead with Him, and yet indulge a keen and lively 

♦ 2 Tim. ii. 3. 



On Temperance. 125 

interest in matters in which He is often dis- 
honoured — in which at best He has no acknow- 
ledged dominion ? 

The Apostle, still speaking of the important 
duty of self-denial, reminds us how in a great house 
there are vessels of many kinds, and adapted to 
various uses. Some are more valuable, others 
less so ; there are vessels of gold and of silver, as 
well as vessels of wood and of earth. The ambi- 
tion of the disciple of Christ, he explains, should 
be to purify himself from all evil, that he may 
become a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet 
for the Master's use — that is to say, set apart 
for Himself alone, — prepared unto every good 
work.* 

Moreover, the very fact that temperance is 
classed amongst the special characteristics of the 
fruit of the Holy Spirit must surely prove that it 
is a grace which it concerns every one of us to 
cultivate. It can be no negative virtue ; it cannot 
be the mere avoidance of certain forms of evil ; it 
must be a distinct and very important obligation. 
And every one of us will be the better or the 
worse in our Christian lives according to our prac- 
tice or our neglect of this great duty. 

* Let your moderation be known unto all men,* 
the Apostle elsewhere urges; and the reason he 
gives is indeed full of solemn significance : ' The 
Lord is at hand.' Our moderation or self-restraint 

♦ 2 Tim. ii. 21. 
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is, then, to be su^h as other people can distin- 
guish. There must be no possibility of mistaking 
it, no possibility of its being attributed to any 
other than religious motives. Nor is this injunc- 
tion at all contradictory to our Saviour's command 
of fasting secretly — of not appearing to men to 
fast, but to our Father which seeth in secret ; 
for He is then speaking of a different matter, 
namely, the avoiding any ostentation or self- 
righteousness : and this duty must, of course, be 
carefully balanced with the other duty spoken of 
by His Apostle, of not letting our temperance or 
self-denial be of a doubtful character. Whilst we 
should be watchful not to put ourselves forward, and 
not to draw attention to our abstinence, we should 
also avoid seeming ashamed of it when it is 
known ; or letting it be attributed, by our fault or 
cowardice, to any motive but that of the more 
perfectly serving God. And our self-denial must 
be ennobled by faith ; it must be influenced by 
the immediate' sense of the Saviour's Presence. 
For * tJte Lord is at hand! 

These words may be taken, no doubt, in a two- 
fold meaning. First, they were, of course, intended 
to imply that the second coming of the Lord is 
near. The early Christians, as we know, lived in 
constant expectation of that blessed event ; or, at 
least, they lived under the daily stimulus of a cer- 
tainty that it would not be very far distant And 
so is it also meant that we should do. The Church 
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of Christ is still intended by her Lord to be in a 
state of watchful preparation for His coming 
again : the Bride should be ever yearning for her 
Bridegroom. Unquestionably, too, the effect of 
such earnest expectation would be to quicken our 
hearts, making us intensely anxious to avoid what- 
ever might be in the slightest degree displeasing 
to Christ, or whatever could hinder the full accom- 
plishment of any work He has intrusted to us. 
And likewise we are, each one of us, intended to 
bear in mind that our Lord is near at hand in 
another sense — we should remember how soon may 
come our individual call to His immediate Presence. 
In fact, we cannot realise too distinctly in how 
very short a time, either by our going to Him, or 
by His coming to us, the earthly discipline with 
which we are so apt to trifle may be brought to a 
close. 

But however truly the Lord is at hand in both 
of these senses, we may know as tmly, and with an 
even more immediate and definite perception, that 
He is with us most closely even now; that 
spiritually He is always * at hand.' Surely, if we 
remembered that nearness, if the certainty of His 
most holy and beloved Presence were unceasingly 
before us, we should find it easy enough to cast 
aside every weight that hinders us ; we should find 
it impossible not to be watchful lest anything 
should bring a shadow between us and our Lord. 
If the thought of jESUS as a living reality — 
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nearer as well as far dearer than the dearest 
earthly friend — filled our hearts more continually, 
we should shrink from every needless distraction, 
and could think nothing wearisome or hard which 
might bring us into closer fellowship with Himself. 
It is when we suffer our minds to be drawn aside 
from Christ that we grow careless and self-indul- 
gent, and that we become enervated by worldly 
influences. 

The question of what things are the most in- 
jurious to spiritual life, as well as to what extent 
it is possible for us to avoid them, must necessarily 
depend upon the circumstances of different indi- 
viduals. It is impossible to say, speaking gene- 
rally of all classes of society, in what respect the 
spirit of moderation is most lacking in the present 
day ; in so many points does it seem to be lost 
sight of Self-indulgence in luxurious food, in 
personal adornment, in amusements of many kinds, 
especially novel-reading, are surely a source of 
temptation as widely yielded to by one class as 
any other kind of intemperance by another class. 
And this is, no doubt, only natural ; it is just what 
might be expected from the world, which is ever 
at 'enmity with God/* But what of those who 
profess to have wholly given themselves to the 
Lord ? Are there not many sincere Christians 
who think but little of suffering themselves to be 
more or less drawn into a dangerous compliance 

* S. Jam. iv. 4. 
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with the customs of the day in these or other such 
things ; and is not the effect of this compliance 
that their spiritual energies are sadly lowered, and 
that a cloud too often obscures their inward peace ? 

We cannot too constantly remember, that by 
consecrating ourselves to God every faculty of 
body, soul, and spirit, has become in the fullest and 
deepest sense of the words. His, and His alone. 
From the hour that we have first taken this impor- 
tant step, it should be ever more and more literally 
and absolutely true of us, that whether we eat, or 
drink, or whatsoever we do, we do all to the glory 
of God,* or, as St. Paul elsewhere expresses it, * in 
the Name of the Lord Jesus/ f All should be done 
to the glory of God, because we belong so entirely 
to Christ. Let us keep this blessed principle in 
view, and we cannot go far wrong. In every 
detail that can possibly arise we shall find that it 
will, by the grace of the Holy Spirit, enable us to 
judge clearly what our course should be. 

For instance, in dress, let this be our aim, — to 
look like God's children, not like children of the 
world. Let us try to appear what we really wish 
to be, pure and simple for Christ's sake. We shall 
then avoid much that might otherwise be a cause 
of temptation to us, whether as regards merely 
useless expenditure or as regards actual vanity. 

As to amusements, or any mere worldly gra- 
tifications, we shall have but little difficulty if our 

* I Cor. X. 31. t Col. iii. 17. 

K 
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hearts are truly devoted to the Lord. As we learn 
die intense sweetness of Divine joy — the joy of 
Christ, which He so earnestly desired, and still 
desires, to impart to His followers — we necessarily 
lose all relish for inferior pleasures. ' Nevertheless, 
let none be discouraged if such a result does not at 
once follow their self-dedication. If any who are 
sincerely devoting themselves still feel too much 
attracted by the things of this world, they have 
only to fix their hearts more and more on Christ 
and on His Love; all other things will gradu- 
ally assume their right position. It is God's Love 
that, by completely filling our souls, leaves no 
room, and therefore no inclination, for anything 
that is not in true harmony with itself. We can do 
little or nothing towards conquering our evil pro- 
pensities; our Lord must do all for us. And 
He will not fail in doing it, if we really follow 
the guidance of His Holy Spirit Gradually, but 
surely, in such a case our spiritual life will be 
fully developed. After the blade will come the 
ear, and then ' the full com in the ear.'* 

Let our own part be simply that of striving to 
realise our Saviour's beloved Presence more and 
more. Let us remember, and before long we shall 
also feel, that He is with us in all that we do — 
abiding in us, and we in Him. Let us realise 
that His unchanging Love is ever watching us, 
'keeping us as the apple of an eye/f drawing 
♦ S. Mark, iv. 28. t Ps. xviL 8. 
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our hearts from all else to rest more and more 
completely in Himself. The chief means by which 
we may advance in the practical details of that 
self-surrender of which a perfectly loving obedience 
is the fullest accomplishment, is by the influence 
of Christ's Presence penetrating every recess of our 
hearts. If that Presence is continually acting 
upon us, it cannot but transform every portion of 
our lives. We should, therefore, carefully examine 
whether, through our fault, there are any corners 
untouched, any folds behind which self is lurking 
in dangerous concealment, any part of our nature 
unsanctified, because unpenetrated by the Saviour's 
holy and all-searching Love. 

Again, we are very especially told by the 
Apostle, that our food — whatever we eat or drink 
— is included in those matters in which we can 
glorify God by d<|ing all in the Name of the 
Lord Jesus. Let us realise this fact more 
thoroughly — that our food can be taken to the 
glory of God. We can see, with a little thought, 
how very literally this may be the case, because 
God is necessarily glorified by the true and loving 
homage of His own. If, therefore, we take our 
food in order to fulfil the purpose for which He 
provides it — if we regard it, not as a means of 
self-indulgence, but as a means of strengthening 
and refreshing our bodies for the service of our 
dear and blessed Master — we shall learn to do it 
always in His Name in the truest sense of the words. 
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Christ will enable us to take no careful thought for 

the body as regards our food any more than as 

regards our raiment He will make such things 

a matter of real indifference to us, or rather He 

will make our pleasure to consist in living as 

simply as we possibly can, because in so doing we 

can feel many a precious touch of closer fellowship 

with Himself. For our Saviour led no life of ease 

or luxury ; He partook of the commonest fare 

with His disciples. Such food as the poorest could 

obtain was considered by Him amply sufficient to 

support His daily strength, and to enable Him to 

do the work of the Father. And even that scanty 

food was at times neglected, when the work of 

winning souls to eternal life lay before Him. His 

meat was to do the Father's will, and to finish His 
work* 

If, in loving submission, and from a sincere 
desire of using every detail of our lives as a 
means of growing in fellowship with Himself, we 
thus bring every thought and every desire into 
captivity to the Love of Christ, He will open our 
^es to many an opportunity of true self-denial. 

accoSin ^^""^ ^"^ ""^ "'^ ""^^ ^^^""^^ commands, 
. ^ ^^^ spiritual needs : most precious, 

^nt'oSe r^^' "^'^ "^ '"^^^ ^^^^ °PP°^- 
power of ^- "^ °'"" natural inclinations to the 
Drove fnl ^''^"f Love. We shall be enabled to 
P ove for ourselves that ' man does not Uve by 

S. John, iv. 34. 
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bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God ;* and our inward life 
will become strong with that spiritual food which 
our Lord Himself provides. Let us hunger and 
thirst more and more ardently for that Food. God 
will not withhold it ; He loves to bestow abun- 
dantly. He will say to each one of us, ' Open 
thy mouth wide, and I will fill it' He bids us 
take of the water of life freely. The Lord will 
teach us to renew our strength as eagles ; we shall 
run and not be weary, we shall walk and not faint* 

Oh, give me, Lord, that daily bread 
On which my longing heart is fed ; 
Thou knowest how my hunger grows 
Yet more, for all Thy Love bestows. 
Oh, give then. Saviour, freely give ; 
Thou art my Food, by Thee I live. 

So much Thy Love hath granted me. 
That more and more I seek from Thee. 
Good Shepherd ! only Thou canst feed 
With * Bread of Life,' with ' Meat indeed ;' 
Thou only canst my need supply. 
Thou, Thou alone, canst satisfy. 

* Isa. xl. 31. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

ON PRAYER AND MEDITATION. 

* If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.* — S. John, 
XV. 7. 

We cannot too urgently claim the entire fulfil- 
ment of these blessed words, or ascribe to them too 
wide or too comprehensive a meaning, provided 
that we also fulfil the condition attached to their 
promise. If we abide in Christ, and if His words 
abide in us ; if we are one with Himself, so that the 
expressions of His will, and the utterances of His 
Love have their right and true place — the first 
place — in our heart ; nothing shall be refused to 
us. We may ask what we will, and it shall be 
done. And the promise, taken in its real mean- 
ing, exactly agrees with St. John's words, ' This is 
the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask 
anything according to His will, He heareth us. 
And if we know that He hear us, whatsoever we 
ask, we know that we have the petitions that we 
desired of Him.'* 

* I S. John, V. 14, 



On Prayer and Meditatidn, 135 

The latter passage may be considered a com- 
ment upon the former. For if we really abide in 
Christ, so that His word is continually in our 
hearts, possessing and ruling our wills and affec- 
tions, it is evident that we cannot even wish to 
ask anything that is not in harmony with His 
Will. 

For this reason we find that, as we grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge of His Love, 
spiritual matters become more and more exclu- 
sively the subject of our petitions. Not but what 
every incident of our lives, every matter of interest, 
every trial that can befall ourselves, or those we 
love, is necessarily the subject of communion with 
the Lord. In everything \4^ lay open our hearts 
to Him ; in everything, by prayer and suppli- 
cation, with thanksgiving, we make our requests 
known to God ;* only though we speak to Him of 
all that concerns us, our actual requests, even 
about those trials and difficulties which we lay 
before Him, are according to His Will. We 
can no longer ask for anything that even might 
not please Him. When we are uncertain whether 
the relief which we should naturally desire, or the 
plans we should like to carry out, would be accord- 
ing to God's Will, an instinctive feeling prevents 
us from turning those wishes into a petition ; indeed 
they cease to be desires at all from the moment 
that we realise the possibility of their accomplish- 

• PhiL iv. 6. 
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ment being unsuited to the fulfilment of God's 
own blessed purposes. We can urge no request in 
such a matter. Our prayer will rather be that 
the Lord will help us in His own way, enabling us 
both to perceive and know what things He would 
have us do ; and that He would perform all the 
good pleasure of His Goodness, to the praise and 
glory of His most Holy Name. 

In many a case regarding our personal diffi- 
culties or necessities, when — for want of knowing 
what His Will might be, and from desiring to 
ask nothing but what may best please Him — we 
have simply trusted Him with our needs, casting 
the care upon Him who careth for us, and taking no 
further * thought * about the trouble or the neces- 
sity, we find how wonderfully He brings even our 
very wishes to pass. Often does He send so direct 
and unmistakable a response to the trustful prayer 
which had scarcely become a request, that our hearts 
swell with loving gratitude, as we feel more and 
more how truly our ' Father knoweth that we have 
need of these things,^ 

Our 'Father knoweth;' there is the secret of 
holy, peaceful trust. Not one throb of longing, 
not one physical or spiritual need, is otherwise than 
perfectly known and perfectly understood. Well 
may we then leave to Him all our earthly neces- 
sities, taking ' no thought ' concerning them ; well 
may we feel sure that He will amply supply our 
spiritual requirements — that He will satisfy the 
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hunger and thirst which He has Himself called 
forth. 

Do we long to grow in holiness — do we intensely 
yearn to be made fit for the Presence of Him whom 
our soul loveth ? We may feel certain of the full, 
the absolutely perfect, accomplishment of our de- 
sire. In His own time, and in His own way, our 
God will do for us all that He has enabled us to 
ask. We may pray for what we will; it will be 
done unto us. 

Are we tempted to fear because of some ap- 
proaching trial or difficulty — not so much on 
account of any distress it may cause to ourselves 
in the ordinary sense of the words, as because we 
know our weakness, and feel sometimes afraid 
lest we should fail in acting up to the lessons 
that our Lord has taught us, — lest we should 
prove but inconsistent followers of the crucified 
Saviour, and should dishonour instead of glorify- 
ing Him in the hour of tribulation } Do we 
long to be made worthy of honouring Him by 
faithful endurance, — and yet perceive more and 
more deeply our ««worthiness .? Are we con- 
scious, as we pour out our soul before God, of a 
shrinking from what seems as though it might 
overpower us, but at the same time an urgent 
desire to bear anything, — whatever He may see 
fit to send, or will enable us to bear, — for His 
own most precious sake, and in the power of His 
Love ? 
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Again let us take comfort — more than ever 
may we then take the deepest comfort from the 
blessed promise of Christ. This hour of shrink- 
ing and of longing — of trembling courage, and of 
yearning love, is a wondrous privilege. Herein is 
God Himself strengthening our claim on His own 
word. For in every deep entreaty of our hearts He 
is pledging Himself afresh to a perfect accomplish- 
ment of His promise, to an entire fulfilment of 
every wish of our souls. We may entreat for all that 
we desire, boldly, urgently. We need not fear to 
press our claims ; we cannot expect to receive too 
much ; all we seek for is promised. We may ask 
what we will — it shall be done unto us. 

The Apostle bids us ' pray without ceasing ; ' 
he urges us to be continually ' singing and making 
melody in our hearts to the Lord.' That such a 
life — a life of constant communion with Grod — 
prayerful thoughts intermingled with every occu- 
pation, and a deep prayerful longing even when 
the heart can frame no distinct thoughts at all 
— that such a life is not only possible, but 
also most intensely blessed, none who love their 
Lord will for one moment deny. We may not 
have fully gained the habit of always using and 
never wasting this holy privilege of inward com- 
munion with God, but at least many of us have 
sufficiently tasted of its joys to be fully set on 
obtaining for ourselves the fulness of its bless- 
ing. We have proved the possibility of an ever- 
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increasing and ever -deepening intercourse with 
Christ. 

But we cannot maintain this habit of com- 
muning with Him throughout our daily occupa- 
tion, and in every interval aflforded to us amongst 
our ordinary pursuits, unless we feed our spiritual 
life as much as possible by prayer and meditation 
in those hours when we can be alone with God. 
Some of us can give more, others less time to this 
purpose ; and none of our Saviour's true and 
earnest followers will need urging to devote as 
much time as possible — all that they can rightly 
spare from the more active duties He may have ap- 
pointed them — to some special form of communion 
with Himself. 

But though, as regards both public and private 
prayer, all who have made any real advance in 
spiritual life, know the exceeding value of the 
hours they are able to spend in undisturbed devo- 
tion, still there are some, even amongst really 
faithful Christians, who do not gain all the plea- 
sure or profit they might gain from their hour 
of private communion, although such time is spent 
in careful study of God's Holy Word and in 
earnest prayer. 

Perhaps some who find this to be the case, es- 
pecially those who make a point of reading a certain 
amount of the Bible — one or two chapters, or more, 
every day, or perhaps twice a-day, may be willing 
to accept the following suggestion. 
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If such Christians would, at least once in the 
day, take a much smaller portion of God's Word, 
and meditate longer upon it, they would find that 
more food was afforded to their spiritual life ; 
and they would have more subject-matter for 
their prayers. Nothing need prevent them from 
often reading in a different manner, so as to 
gain also the different kind of help which may 
be acquired from studying consecutive passages, 
and comparing one part of the Bible with an- 
other. All this Scriptural study is, of course, most 
valuable ; but there are comparatively few who 
could not manage to find time, at separate hours 
of the day, for each of these spiritual exercises. 
Only, as a rule, meditation is far more apt to 
be neglected than reading ; and yet, for private 
devotion, it is even the most important ; though, 
of course, it must not be allowed to exclude the 
other. 

The general form of our meditations will vary 
much with different minds ; and we shall each 
receive the most profit by following in this respect, 
as in all others, the special guidance of the Holy 
Spirit to ourselves. A very few words, a single 
verse, or some incident in the Life of our Lord, 
some expression used by Him, or some thought 
suggested to our hearts concerning Himself, will at 
one time provide ample subject for the fullest 
meditation. At another time we may find it more 
helpful to read a short passage from some cl^apter 
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in the Bible, pausing to meditate on each sentence, 
as long as it supplies food for devotional thought 
and contemplation. The great point, in any case, 
is to seek and humbly desire the teaching of 
the Holy Spirit, and to depend upon that teach- 
ing simply and thoroughly ; praying Him to 
bring the words of Christ to our remembrance, 
as well as to enable us to understand and profit 
by them. 

Only let the prevailing tone of our minds during 
our meditation, as well as in our prayers, be that of 
complete self-surrender. And let us, after every 
longing that stirs within us, for holiness or for a 
close and perfect union with Christ, make a point 
of acting on such longings, that so the work of the 
Holy Spirit may truly bear fruit in us. If for 
instance, our hearts have been drawn out in 
desiring a more thorough renunciation of self, let 
us watch carefully for the very next opportunity, 
however trifling it may be, or at any rate, may 
appear to be, of practically yielding our own will. 
Let us watch for occasions of accepting cheerfully 
the contradiction of our natural desires or incli- 
nations, in whatever form such occasions may be 
brought about, whether through any human channel, 
or through what seems like the more direct provi- 
dence of our Lord. If we sincerely long to over- 
come self, we must work every detail of our lives 
into an actual furtherance of our great object. 

There is no part of our Christian life in which 
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we require to be more on our guard against spiritual 
sloth than in the precious duties of prayer and 
meditation. First we require to be watchful during 
the actual times which we set apart for spending 
thus. Satan will so frequently try to prevent us 
from making just that spiritual effort — an effort of 
the heart rather than of the mind, and always full of 
truest rest — which brings us into the right attitude 
for real and vital communication with God. In 
this we cannot but enter into temptation, unless 
we urgently seek the help of the Holy Spirit 
For He alone can fill our minds with that sense 
of the Presence of God, which will overcome 
our natural dullness, and kindle a deeper love 
and a truer devotion in our weak and wavering 
hearts. 

Secondly, we need greatly to resist spiritual 
sloth when the tempter would prevent us from 
maintaining true communion with God during the 
other parts of the day. We need much grace in 
using all our leisure moments for this purpose, in 
turning to God every thought which He leaves 
unoccupied by the duties and engagements that 
He brings before us. And this, too, though re- 
quiring many an effort of the heart and will, can 
be done only by peaceful efforts, full of rest The 
exertion is simply that of resisting that sloth which 
would hold us back from the full enjoyment of 
sweet inward communion with our Lord. 

Nor need we trouble ourselves about how our 
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thoughts are to be occupied with Christ ; we only 
need to turn quietly to Himself; His Holy Spirit 
will provide the material for those blessed mo- 
ments. And when we are too weary, or for some 
other reason, are unable, to have any very definite 
thoughts at all, the mere loving repetition of our 
Saviour's precious Name will satisfy every need. 
That utterance supplies, on our part the acknow- 
ledgment of that sweetest bond which He^ at least, 
never for one moment forgets or overlooks. 

It is thus, by using every detail of our lives 
for the one most blessed purpose of growing in 
holiness, for Jesus* sake — by constantly 'gathering 
up the fragments, that nothing be lost,' whether 
of opportunities for self-denial, or opportunities of 
service rendered to the Lord through those He 
enables us to help, — whether of opportunities for 
spending a few minutes, or even a single moment 
in real though secret communion with Himself; 
— it is thus that our times of special devotion will 
be rendered fruitful ; just as again those hours of 
devotion will spread their influence over the whole 
of our daily life. 

So shall we learn to * pray without ceasing,' 
and so shall we in all things receive abundantly. 
Thus, too, from the very fulness of our loving grati- 
tude, we shall in everything give thanks according 
to the Will of God, in Christ Jesus, concerning us. 
And the very God of Peace will sanctify us wholly, 
and will preserve our spirits, and souls, and bodies 
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blameless, through Christ, unto the Day of His 
Coming. 'Faithful is He who hath called us, 
who also will do it* 

O Heavenly Father, when we pray 

That Thy will may be done 
By us on earth, as those obey 

Who worship round Thy throne. 

Teach us to do the thing we ask, 

Our heartfelt longing prove ; 
Make, day by day, each special task 

A ministry of love. 

' Thy kingdom come * within us now^ 

In Christ our hearts possess ; 
Through Him be Thou our Guide, and Thou 

Our perfect Holiness. 

All glory evermore to Thee, 

Whose endless Love we sing ; 
With Son and Spirit, One in Three, 

Our Everlasting King ! 
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CHAPTER XV, 

ON SUFFERING. 

' I count all things but loss for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: . . . that I may know 
Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellow- 
ship of His sufferings ; being made conformable unto His 
death.' — Phil. iii. 8, ii. 

There are two ways in which those amongst us 
who have fully and unreservedly dedicated our- 
selves to Christ may taste the special sweetness of 
fellowship with Him in our earthly trials. 

First, by tracing in those trials some likeness to 
the sufferings which He endured. If, for instance, 
we are lonely, we may think of His loneliness, when 
forsaken by even the disciples whom He had 
trained to become His closest followers. If we 
are unkindly treated, we can think of the malice 
with which His enemies surrounded Him. If we 
are poor, we can think of the poverty of jESUS ; 
when suffering from hunger, we recall to our mind 
His fasting and hunger in the wilderness. 

When tempted, the thought of His temptation 
and distress enables us to resist the evil one in 

L 
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His Name. If we find it hard to press on with our 
daily occupations by reason of some bodily weak- 
ness. %%-e remember Him who, 'being weary, 
sou-ht for rest by the Well of Sychar, yet soon 
R^rgot His exhaustion in His desire of accomplish- 
ing that >wrk which was given Him to do— the 
work of teaching ignorant souls the way of 
eternal life. We remember, too, how worn out by 
the sufferings of that long night which followed 
His Agv>ny in the garden, and wnth the many 
cruelties that had been practised upon Him, He 
was ph\->ically unable to bear the heavy weight of 
the cross to the place of crucifixion, yet went 
readily for\ft.*ard to suffer greater tortures, to endure 
to the uttennost, and A> dU\ 

\\\ i>ain. we may dwell on the thought of His 
pain duriixg those last hours of torment ; pain so 
wiUin^K\ so patiently, so lo\nngly endured. And 
when death itself draws nigh, or when those we love 
are passing away frvnu us under its dark shadow, 
we cling tv> the remembrance that jESUS Himself 
has died, and by d\ing ha;s kindled a joyful light 
for those who pasis &.•*>/> Him through the valley of 
the shadow of death. 

All this and mv^re we can each one of us do. 
\\ hatever may be our own personal form of sorrow 
or of suffering, we shall find the true counterpart 
therev.>t in what Christ endure^l ; so wonderfully 
comprehensive was His life, so inexhaustible is the 
power of our i>aviour s sytwpathy with His own. 
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And very blessed are the resemblances we thus 
trace, very helpful their effect in bracing our own 
powers of endurance. 

But yet more sacred, and even far more pre- 
cious still, is that other way in which it has been 
made possible for us to taste the fullest blessedness 
of communion with our Lord, It is sweet, exceed- 
ingly sweet, to feel His loving sympathy with our- 
selves ; but to those who can in any degree drink 
of the cup whereof He drank, and who are at least 
willing, — though they may not dare to say they are 
able, — * to be baptized with the baptism wherewith 
He was baptized/ there is granted some percep- 
tion of what it is to sympathise with Him, And 
thus they gain the inmost depths of that won- 
derfully real though mysterious joy of fellowship 
with Christ. 

For He can give to His own, thanks be to Him, 
the unspeakable privilege of bearing sufferings not 
only in some measure like those He endured, but 
also for a similar object. True, the Divine Saviour 
of mankind could alone pay the penalty of sin. 
From that point of view which directs our gaze to 
His all-sufficing Atonement, we can only look with 
wonder and with loving reverence ; we cannot 
draw near, except to gather up the blessings He 
has obtained for us. Yet it was the chastisement 
of our peace that was laid upon Him ; He was op- 
pressed and afflicted with the burden of our iniquity. 
No pains that we could endure would have any 
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keali::^ c5ect ba4 not the LORl> made Himself an 
ofering^ for s£:i: yet we need the personal chas- 
tisement and discipline of scfering^ before we can 
be made * partakers of Kis KolinessL'* We must 
sti5er with Kim ff we wccld also reign with Him-t 

Christ has ctmocled siirering: By makii^ it 
an exuressEon <:^ Dr<-ine Lo'«"c; Ke has infused into 
it a new and sanctfr.-izg^ power for all who partake 
thereof vn \r:^oxi with Hiinseif He devoted Him- 
self fit life, and in death, to bear all that could be 
needed f^r the destriictioa cf an. For this same 
purpose Let as also consecrate Gurselves to Him. Let 
us be readv. thankfullv reacv, to endure whatever 
mav best advance His wcrk of holiness in our- 
selves or others ; — in ourselves by destro\-ing the 
selEsh principle that so often mars the enect of 
our Lord's teaching^ ; tn ethers by showing forth, 
for their help or encouragement, the mighty power 
of the Sa\-iour's Love. Is not this a su^cKUt mo- 
tive for enabling us to welcome pain ? Shall we 
not acceot it ^ladlv. nav. shall we not even de^re 
it, if it be sent to purif>- our souls for Him ; and it 
by the perfected surrender of ourselves, body, soul, 
and spirit, as a ^^r^^ sacrince to God, made holy 
and acceptable by the Love of Christ, we can obtain 
at any cost that He should see in us c^ the travail 
of His SouL and be satisfied f 

J* Love, when sumciently strong, can ba"t^ all 

* Uefou xii. lOL * 2 Tim. S. 12. 

X Most of what is said fincHn chis point Go tf*^ same mazk 
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that is really distressing or overpowering in pain ; 
it can make self-sacrifice a delight, a source of joy 
beyond and above all other joy. Even as regards 
this world, many things that are in themselves 
painful or distressing are essential conditions of 
the highest blessedness. In our natures there 
could not be love without them. We could not feel 
the joy — could never even have had the idea — of 
true love, if sacrifice had been impossible to us. 
Pain is latent in all self-sacrifice ; it may be unfelt, 
because it is overpowered by love ; but it is there, 
and would make itself felt as' pain if the love which 
finds joy in bearing it were absent. Take for ex- 
ample the oflPices rendered by a mother to her child ; 
let the love be wanting, and what remains } Not 
mere indifference, but vexation, labour, annoyance. 
A gladly-accepted pain is in the mother's love, 
and ennobles it far beyond all selfish affections. 
And a gladly-accepted pain is in all love that does 
not contradict the very name. To take away from 
us the possibility of enduring pain were to take the 
^best part from our nature, to render it almost, or 

on page 1 54, is either condensed or actually quoted (by kind 
permission) from The Mystery of Pain^ by James Hinton, 
published by Smith & Elder. Any who are interested in 
the subject would do well to procure this valuable little 
book. Since putting forth the helpful thoughts contained 
therein, the Author has fully tested their support, and has 
now passed beyond the reach of suffering, to the eternal joy 
of his beloved Master's presence. 
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altogether, worthless. The possibility of love is 
given to us in our power of self-sacrifice, and loving 
brings that power into immediate action. 

* In our best happiness what we otherwise term 
pain is swallowed up. It is embodied and mixed 
in the joy. By taking away the love, its sacrifices 
would be felt as pain. In fact, the same things 
may be to us either painful or in the highest degree 
productive of delight, — a delight which could not 
exist in the same degree without them. 

* And if, in the only worthy joy, — the only hap- 
piness which rightly deserves the name, if in that 
th^re is necessarily the latent element of pain, — if 
in human joy pain is absorbed and taken up, not 
merely excluded or set aside, then can we rise above 
ourselves. If this is our joy, it is also His in Whose 
Image we are made. The pain that is latent in 
man's bliss is latent too in God's : in His most, as 
He is highest. And that great Life and Death to 
which the eyes of men are ever turned, or, wander- 
ing, are ever recalled, reveals it to us. 

* We see it must be so. If God would show us 
Himself as perfect LOVE, He must show Himself as 
a Sufferer, He must take what is called pain and 
loss. From eternity He chose these as His por- 
tion. He "emptied Himself," and the pain became 
manifest : He put off His perfection, so that the 
sorrow was hidden and lost in the fulness of life no 
more. It was revealed as sorrow, becoming visible 
to mortal eyes ; piercing the mortal heart before a 



On Suffering. 151 

breathless world, which, seeing Christ, sees and 
knows the Father. 

' Stripping off His infinitude, taking infirmity 
like ours, God bids us look and see. The happi- 
ness He has and can bestow bears martyrdom 
within it. If He does not suffer, it is only because 
His life is perfect. His Love has no hindrance, no 
shortcomings, and can turn all sacrifice to joy. 
He stands our great Example, not exempting Him- 
self from trials and sacrifices which He lays upon 
us ; not binding heavy burdens, grievous to be borne, 
on men's shoulders without himself touching one, 
but with so great a love accepting them that they 
are transfigured into the very brightness of His 
glory. It is sacrifice that binds us to God, and 
makes us most like Him ; sacrifice that, wanting 
life and love, is sorrow, but, possessing both, is 
joy. 

* In the presence of pain therefore is laid the 
basis of an exquisite delight; should we not 
seek it } should we not believe that God will give 
it } If the thought seems too great for us, is it not 
therefore the more befitting Him, more like what 
we have learnt of Him } And if He must re- 
create us in order to give us happiness like this, 
has He not promised to create us anew } Nay, 
do we not find here confirmation of His promise, 
finding our need for its fulfilment V 

Even in our natural life, if it be healthful, en- 
durance is actually necessary to pleasure. Our 
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enjoyment, by the very construction of our nature, 
absorbs and takes into itself a certain amount of 
pain. Moreover, the amount of endurance, or 
pain, that our pleasure will thus absorb is not 
fixed. It varies, being in some cases more, in 
some less; and especially it varies with the in- 
tensity and perfection of the life. It is no rare 
thing to meet with people who positively enjoy a 
considerable amount of risk or danger ; a weaker 
person can enjoy less ; fatigue or discomfort soon 
spoils his pleasure : a sick person can enjoy none. 
And as it is in proportion to the natural powers, may 
it not, — must it not necessarily be, — with regard 
to the spiritual } If a love of human adventure or 
interest in any special pursuit will turn endurance 
into pleasure, will not the most powerful of all 
motives, the motive of Divine Love, do this far 
more ? 

In willing sacrifice for a higher good than could 
otherwise be obtained lies the noblest and deepest 
happiness ; for therein lies God's own blessedness, 
and the blessedness of all who are made truly one 
with Him. Our pains, our multiplied and dire 
distresses, are germs of the perfect life. Accepted 
thus they are the omens of victory and delight ; 
the basis upon which is to be built up a joy for 
which they cannot be too great. 

Thus the pain of life is made good — all its 
pain ; not indeed to our sensuous feeling, but to 
that deeper feeling which rules and subordinates 
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the other. Faith has power to make us place 
above all price that which we most should shrink 
from. Only let the love be strong enough, and 
pain cannot be too much, nor loss too absolute. 

Nor can we, looking at the matter thus, fall 
into the mistake, the old error, \vhich doubtless 
owed much power to the degree of resemblance it 
bore to this deep truth, of supposing that mere 
arbitrary, self-appointed suffering is good. ' Only 
that painful thing is good which has in it the root 
of pleasure. In arbitrary, self-chosen sacrifice there 
is no source of joy ; it fails of the first condition. 
Only that sacrifice is good which either we accept 
for another's sake, ourselves seeing and choosing 
the result, or that which serves a like end unseen 
by us, and surely better serves a better end, being 
in God's hands and not in ours. For seen or un- 
seen service sacrifice is good ; but only when it is 
for service. 

' The losses we cannot escape, the pain God calls 
on us to bear, these things are the best in life ; for 
in these is God using us. In these He is taking 
our poor services, — poor at the best, though they 
may be great to us, — and Himself using them, in 
ways too deep and wide for us to see. We make 
them our own by freely yielding and accepting 
them ; thus making God's deed ours. Must not 
that be the best in life, the highest privilege ? We 
link our weakness with Omnipotence ; our blind- 
ness with Omniscience. These are the portions of 
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our life that rise to the love of true goodness. 
They yield us joy in proportion to our love ; the 
greatest privilege demanding for its joy, and 
even because it is the greatest, faith as well as 
love.' J 

Let us, then, gladly, thankfully desire and ac- 
cept whatever our Lord may appoint, whatever He 
will grant us the privilege of bearing for His dear 
sake, for the perfecting of His work in us, and the 
showing forth His Love. Here, in this absolute 
surrender of body, soul, and spirit, in loving sacri- 
fice to God, is perfect rest and peace unutterable. 
In this we reach the furthest point of fellowship 
with Him, *Who for the joy that was set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame.'* 

This bond of fellowship is sure ; nothing can 
sever it ; nothing can loosen itj the utmost strain 
of suffering shall but tighten and secure its clasp. 
What matter that we are weak, that we are in our- 
selves unfit for any endurance at all } It is Christ 
who hath promised to make His strength perfect 
in us; it is He who will prove that nothing is im- 
possible to. the power of His Love. We need fear 
nothing, absolutely nothing: for He who has 
pledged His own word to us is Faithful and True ; 
not one syllable that He has spoken can remain 
unfulfilled. We may be conscious of much evil in 
our hearts, much that makes us feel utterly un- 
worthy of His promises : yet we need not shrink 

* Heb. xiL 2. 
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from claiming them to the very uttermost. Neither 
weakness nor unworthiness can hinder His work 
from being fully perfected in the soul that surrenders 
itself unconditionally to Him. Rather will all our 
weakness and all our unworthiness redound the 
more triumphantly to His glory. 

We are willing and Christ is able ; He can 
make all grace abound in us. Since, therefore, our 
willingness and His Power are in this made one, — 
united in the true fellowship of suffering, what can 
there be to doubt } No shadow of a fear remains : 
all shadows are dispersed by the sunshine of 
Christ's Love. We know that He who has begun 
a good work in us will perfect it unto the day of 
His Coming again.* 

And in that day, having come out of great tri- 
bulatioUy our robes made white in the blood of the 
Lamb, we shall be found fit for Him who gave 
Himself for us. We shall be presented unto Him 
without spot and blameless : and then, then only, 
we shall know how greatly He has loved us. 

Blessed Father, blessed Son, 
Blessed Spirit, Three in One, 
Be Thy holy pleasure done. 

By each word of promise sure, 
Help Thy servant to endure ; 
Keep me faithful, make me pure. 



* Phil. i. 6. 
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Bliss from suffering shall rise ; 
Choicest gladness ever lies 
Hid in willing sacrifice. 

Longing hearts may thence obtain 
Deepest joy, transforming pain, 
Turning loss to highest gain. 

Wondrous privilege, to be 
Love's own sacrifice for Thee ! 
Can such honour rest on me ? 

May the stricken soul aspire 
To such glow of pure desire, 
Kindled by Almighty fire ? 

Strangely sweet, enraptured g^ace ! 

In its mysteries I trace 

Gleams from Heaven's abiding place. 

In its secret joys I see 
Fellowship, O Christ, with Thee, 

Union with the One in Three. 

• 
For this precious treasure. Lord, 
In Thy Love so deeply stored. 
See my thankful heart outpoured. 

Blessed Father, blessed Son, 
Blessed Spirit, Three in One, 
Be Thy holy pleasure done. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

THE APPROACH OF DEATH. 

* We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent 

from the body and present with the Lord.' — 2 COR. v. 8. 

We are confident — 'always confident,* as the 
Apostle expresses it in one of the preceding verses. 
And just before using these words, he gives us the 
reason of such confidence ; the foundation which 
abundantly justifies a most sure and certain hope. 
Having spoken of the weight of glory which our 

* light afflictions ' are to work for us, of the build- 
ing of God, the house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens, with which we * shall be clothed,* St. 
Paul goes on to say, ' Now He that hath wrought 
us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath 
given unto us the earnest of His Spirit. Therefore 
we are always confident, and willing rather to be 
absent from the body, and present with the 
Lord.'* 

St. Paul does not say, * God, who hath wrought 
this selfsame thing for us' Let us especially ob- 
serve this difference, for it is full of meaning. Not 

* 2 Cor. V. 5, 6. 
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but what it is perfectly true that our Lord has gone 
to prepare a place for us ; only that is not the idea 
put before us in this passage ; it is not the rea- 
son upon which we are here told to found our 
confidence. 

Blessed as it is to know that in Christ we have 
obtained an inheritance, according to the purpose 
of Him who worketh all things according to the 
counsel of His own will,* it is — if possible — even 
more blessed, or rather it completes and perfects 
that blessedness, to know that it is ' unto Himself^ 
that we are redeemed ; that He, the King of Glory, 
has 'an inheritance' in us,f Wonderful as such 
words appear, they are none the less true. We 
belong to Christ as a treasured possession, pur- 
chased with His own bloodj We are precious in 
His sight :§ because He hath- set His heart upon 
us, He redeemed us unto Himself at so great a cost. 

Our Lord hath ' wrought us for this selfsame 
thing' We are.His workmanship ;|| made for Him- 
self His blessed purpose for the Church He hath 
loved, as also for every individual who composes 
that Church, is being gradually carried out to its 
full accomplishment ; no smallest detail thereof 
shall fail. There can be no question of His power 
to do this : He who hath wrought us for this self- 
same thing is God. Nor can there be any question 
about His willingness ; He has given each one 

* Eph. i. II. t Ver. 18. \ Acts, xx. 28. 

§ Isa. xliii. 4. || £ph. ii. 10. 
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of us an unmistakable proof of His gracious desire 
to complete His work, for He has * given unto us 
the earnest of His Spirit/ By the Holy Spirit we 
are sealed ; we are marked as our Lord*s own ; we 
are 'preserved in Him/* — set apart, or ^sanctified 
for the Master's use/ 

Therefore, because our beloved Lord has cared 
to do all this, because He has wrought us for that 
purpose which it is His own desire to fulfil, and 
because — in proof of His choice and as an earnest 
of the full accomplishment of His purpose — He 
has sealed us with His own Holy Spirit, there- 
fore we may be always confident : we have not 
the slightest ground for any questioning whatever. 
And being thus confident, knowing that whilst 
we are at home in the body we cannot but be ab- 
sent from the Lord (for whilst here we walk by 
faith, not by sight), how can we refrain from long- 
ing — from being 'willing rather' — to be absent 
from the body, and present with the Lord ? 

It is true that to live is Christ ; it must be so 
for those of us who are His own : for living is to 
be in constant need of Him, and He will never fail 
in supplying all our need. To live is also to work 
for Him ; and we cannot work but in His strength. 
To live is to suffer for Him ; and they who suffer 
willingly for His dear sake, rejoice, even now, with 
exceeding joy. Again, to live, is to grow in the know- 
ledge of His Love ; and His Love is perfect peace. 

♦ S. Jude, I. 
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Nevertheless, blessed as all this is, gladly as 
we ' labour that whether absent or present we may 
be accepted of Him/* yet 'to depart and to be 
with Christ is far better.' ' To live is Christ, — but 
to die is gain/f The Apostle was willing to 
remain in the flesh whilst his Master*s work re- 
quired it ; so long as his presence was expedient for 
his converts, for the furtherance of their joy and 
faith ; but he did not hesitate to acknowledge how 
great was his own longing to be for ever with the 
Lord. 

There is another point in which many of us 
may find very special help and encouragement in 
the way that St. Paul — true follower of His Lord 
— looked at the prospect of sufi*ering and death. 
He was not only full of joy when he thought of 
going to Christ ; he was enabled to maintain that 
joy in the deliberate anticipation of the keen trial 
which he knew to be awaiting him. He was per- 
fectly aware that he could not reach that Presence 
for which he longed before he had endured the 
afflictions of which the Holy Ghost witnessed to 
him. There was much physical distress to go 
through in many ways, — distress to be ended only 
by a most painful death. Yet it would not be 
enough to say that this knowledge did not damp 
his joy ; it would be far truer to say that it kindled 
a deeper, holier rejoicing. 

And of this we find the reason in the 20th 
♦ 2 Cor. V. 9. t Phil. i. 21, 23. 
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verse of the same chapter in which St. Paul ex- 
presses his great longing. He speaks, it is true, 
in the subsequent verses of remaining in the flesh 
yet a little while for the furtherance of the Lord's 
work ; but he knew that it would not be for long 
that he should be detained ; and a continued life 
of suffering needed the same support as a death 
of suffering. With a heart that yearned for the 
Presence of Christ, and with a soul already ripening 
to the full, ' made meet for the inheritance of the 
saints in light,' one only hope — the loftiest that 
could be conceived ; one only motive — the strong- 
est that can be imagined, would enable him to wait 
with joy until the hour came when he could also 
depart in joy. 

One motive ; a most lofty, most glorious 
motive ! St. Paul had fully grasped it. He had 
long ago offered himself a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable unto God through Christ Jesus ; 
now therefore he had but this single purpose in life 
or in death, that Christ should be glorified in him. 
The completeness of his self-surrender left him 
free to meet all that might be coming with an 
undiminished, or rather with an ever-brightening 
joy. It was a state of mind that admitted of no 
fear — no dread of failure. Whether he lived or 
died, he was the Lord's; whatever might be in 
store, Christ's Strength was sufficient for his 
weakness. 

In the face of lengthened life or of approaching 

M 
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death ; in the remembrance of sufferings that had 
already been great, and in the certainty of others 
that should be yet greater, the Apostle was able 
to speak these words : — * According to my ear- 
nest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I 
shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as 
always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my 
body, whether it be by life or by death.** 

St. Paul could feel a certain kind of anxiety — 
a holy apprehension — lest if he failed to keep his 
body in subjection he might become a castaway.f 
Even now, even whilst he spoke thus confidently of 
how Christ should be magnified in him whether by 
his life or by his death, he did not * count himself 
to have attained, or to be already perfect/ J He 
had no confidence whatever in himself ; but he had 
an absolutely unwavering confidence in the Lord ; 
— such confidence as Christ ever imparts to those 
who unreservedly surrender themselves to Him. 
Hence the Apostle's earnest expectation and hope, 
that is to say, his distinct certainty, that he should 
not fail in the coming trial. He was convinced that 
in nothing he should be ashamed. He could speak 
of the sufferings of life or death, of continued 
work or of approaching martyrdom with ' all bold- 
ness.' And this simply because his only longing 
was one which he knew to be according to the 
will of God ; he was sure that he should have the 
petition which he had desired. His one hope and 

♦ Phil. i. 20. t I Cor. ix. 27. % Phil. iii. 12. 
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earnest expectation was that Christ should be 
magnified in him — that the love of God should be 
shown forth abundantly. 

We should remember that when the word hope 
is spoken of in the Scriptures it is used in a much 
stronger sense than is generally attributed to it in 
the present day. It does not mean that the desired 
thing may happen, as we often speak of hoping 
something about which we doubt very much ; it 
means a real expectation : it means that by faith 
we believe, i. e. are sure, that we shall have what 
we desire. Hope makes future joys our own, 
through faith. If we forget this we lose much 
of the force of some very beautiful passages in 
the Bible. Thus St. Paul speaks of faith, hope, 
and charity, as closely linked together. Faith 
whereby we live now in the realities of the unseen ; 
hope by which we are assured of the future posses- 
sion of what is promised ; and love through which 
alone either faith or hope can so work in our 
hearts as to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit. 

Hope is ' an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
steadfasty and entereth into that which is within 
the veil.** Hope links us, binds us fast to the 
holiest, whither our Forerunner is for us entered, 
even Jesus. Such * full assurance of hope,' is that 
of which St Paul speaks : and in such hope may 
we also continually rejoice. If we have fully sur- 
rendered ourselves to God, if our one desire is that 

• Heb. vL 19. 
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He will teach us in His own time, and in His own 
way, so only that He makes His blessed work 
perfect in us ; if we long to be made worthy of 
Himself, and would gladly, thankfully endure (by 
the grace of God) whatever may best destroy 
in us, the hateful remains of sin ; if, though we 
might shrink from the slightest suffering without 
Him, we would shrink from nothing if jESUS abide 
closely with us, that He may show forth His Love 
in us and may be 'glorified in us who believe ;' — if 
we desire this, we too may venture to repeat with 
full assurance the words of St. Paul. 

Our day may be far spent, our night at hand ; 
it matters not ; Jesus will be with us in its dark- 
ness. We are utterly weak : but Christ is our 
Strength ; we can bear all things through Him. 
We know that if left to ourselves we should fail 
at the first onset of the enemy ; but the Lord 
is our Light and our Salvation, of whom then shall 
we be afraid ? Our enemies and our foes may come 
upon us ; they will but stumble and fall. Even 
though an host of them should encamp against 
us, our hearts need not fear ; though there rise up 
war against us, in this may we be confident. For 
in the time of our trouble the Lord will hide us in 
His pavilion ; in the secret place of His tabernacle 
will He hide us, and set us up upon a rock of 
stone.'* 

Whatever lies before us, let this be our earnest 

♦ Ps. xxvii. 
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expectation and hope, — that in nothing we shall 
be ashamed, in nothing we shall be suffered to 
dishonour our Lord. Let us dare to trust with all 
boldness that Christ shall be magnified in us ; 
whether in our work or in our suffering, whether 
in our life or in our death. 

For to us who love Him — to us for whom He 
has cared — to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

Near Home — in very sight of land ! 

Long has the voyage been ; 
But now, as on the deck we stand, 

The welcome shore is seen. 

Dark were the nights long past and gone, 

Dark many a stormy day ; 
Yet, through the darkest hours, One 

Shed blessings on our way. 

Some gleam shone forth, to cheer and guide. 

As still we laboured on ; 
Though from our battered vessel's side 

Bulwarks and cords were gone* 

Full often, when the adverse wind 

Drove us across the sea. 
Leaving our wished-for course behind, 

One whispered, — * Trust in Me,* 

And still He steered the storm-tossed bark, 

And calmed the tempest high. 
Bade us the lessening distance mark, 

The breaking mom descry. 
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Less angry grew the ocean waves, 
The day-star rose at length ; 

And He who succours, loves, and saves, 
Gave light, and peace, and strength. 

He taught our hands to spread the sail 
When favouring breezes blew ; 

Nor let our scant provision fail. 
Whilst onward still we drew. 

Under His guidance, towards the Land 
Still far beyond our sight ; 

But now, at length, her. golden strand 
Lies all outspread in light. 

A little distance yet to gain, — 

Only a little more ; 
Then no more toil, no anxious strain, 

The weary voyage o'er. 

O joy, to reach the Father's Home ! 

O joy of joys, to see 
The Saviour's smile of love, — to come, 

Lord, dearest Lord, to Thee ! 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

FOR EVER WITH THE LORD. 

* They shall see His Face, and His Name shall be in their 

foreheads.' — Rev. xxii. 4. 

Is it not yet a very little while, and the time of 
our harvest shall come — the day of our unutterable 
gladness — even the delight of being with the Lord 
Jesus, of dwelling in the Presence of our Beloved ? 
Now we sow in tears, but then shall we reap in joy : 
our own eyes shall behold the King in His beauty : 
we 'shall see Him for ourselves;* we shall see the 
land which has seemed ' very far away.** 

Only a little while to suffer, whatever our 
troubles may be. Even as they press the most 
sorely upon us they are drawing quickly to their 
close ; even as they threaten — vainly threaten — 
to overpower us, God is giving us the victory 
through Jesus Christ. And those who have had 
but little strength, yet, by the grace of God, have 
kept His word and have not denied His Name, shall 
serve Him in His temple. They shall * go no 
more out ;'t for He will write upon them His own 

* Isa. xxxiii. 17. t Rev. iii. 8, 12. 
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new Name, — the name of LovE ; and their God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

A very little while ; many of us know it 
to be * very little ' in a special sense. To all 
the time is short : there is none to lose, none 
to waste ; every hour is needed for the work 
before us. But for those who are aware that the 
ending of their lives is near at hand, who are 
warned — whether it be by illness, or by old 
age, or in any other way — that in a short time 
these years of banishment must be over, and 
they shall be face to face with their God and King, 
— what should be the effect of such knowledge } 

For it is a time of banishment now. He, our be- 
loved Lord, softens it with His spiritual Presence, 
and by the Comforter whom He hath sent. He 
brightens it by the joy of working for Him, and 
gives many a sweet and blessed touch of His Love 
through the sympathy of other hearts, in that 
communion and fellowship which He grants us 
with our friends in Him. But in spite of all these 
alleviations, it is a time of banishment : ' whilst 
we are at home in the body, we are absent from 
the Lord.'* But yet, 'a very little while,* and all 
this will be over; we shall have reached our goal ; 
we shall be ' for ever with the Lord.'f 

The thought is almost too much for mortal 
heart to contain : it is beyond human power 
fully to realise it. No doubt it may be well 

* 2 Cor. V. 6. t I Thess. iv. 17. 
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that this should be the case — well even that 
we cannot more entirely grasp an idea which 
is yet so intensely blessed. We may treasure 
it in our hearts, and feed our hopes upon it 
as far as we are able; yet it is well, perhaps, 
that we are only able to do this to a limited 
degree. 

For if we fully grasped, fully realised all, could 
we, weak creatures that we are, endure this time 
of waiting t Could we go on with our daily round 
of trifling duties — or what often seem so trifling — 
even though they are ennobled by the right of 
doing them in the service of Christ ? His Love 
does, most truly, ennoble cares and occupations 
which else were even now unendurable; but should 
we have the power — the mental ability — of attend- 
ii^g rightly to the performance of such duties if we 
fully knew what this means, — that in the short, and 
more or less definite time that is set before us, we 
shall be with Him ? 

Nothing in the whole life of our Saviour on 
earth, is more wonderful than the manner in which 
He, with a perfect knowledge of * all that should 
come upon Him * — all the agony, all the joy — 
realising, too, with an undimmed perception what 
it was to go to the Father, yet attended to every 
detail of the duties set before Him. 'Working while 
it was day ;* caring for each individual amongst 
His followers. He noticed (how patiently !) all their 
mistakes, and difficulties ; He gave instructions for 
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their future conduct ; He spoke words of comfort 
against their hour of tribulation. 

'Steadfastly ' the Lord *set His face to go to Jeru- 
salem;' deliberately He anticipated the approach- 
ing agony, as well as the joy, that was set before 
Him ; yet not one word of teaching to His own 
was omitted, not one parable unspoken, not one 
detail of the hourly work was left unaccomplished. 

It was a perfect combination of Divine and hu- 
man holiness ; the longing love that yearned for 
the Presence of the Father — *now come I to Thee;* 
the unfaltering human obedience, which could 
leave nothing of that Father's Will undone ; both 
inconceivably strong, both inconceivably perfect. 

We cannot grasp all that He grasped, we can- 
not do all that He did. Our weak natures can 
but follow afar off, wondering, adoring, with 
an ever-increasing love, with an ever-deepening 
adoration. Still let us not forget that in all this 
Christ was our Example ; let us tread as closely in 
His footsteps as we can by any possibility be 
enabled to do. 

If we know, and rejoice to know, that our time 
for suffering is short, let us kindle our hearts to 
greater zeal with the remembrance that the time 
for working in our Master's cause is very short 
also. Let us press on with redoubled earnestness, 
with renewed determination. Let us lose no oppor- 
tunity of saying words that may help or warn, 

* S. Luke, ix. 51. 
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comfort or strengthen our brethren; let us omit 
nothing that may be a witness for the honour of 
our Lord, or may re-echo to His glory. We must 
lose no time ; every fragment must be gathered up 
and employed more earnestly than ever before, 
for the advancement of God's work, in our- 
selves and others. For service or for devotion, for 
outward obedience or for inward communion with 
our God, let every thought, every feeling, be simply 
and only His ; His own now, in fullest possession, 
as we are — thanks be to the Lord — His own, 
absolutely and perfectly His own, for ever. 

Yet we need not be discouraged because the 
time in which to learn, as well as to work or to suffer, 
seems little, or because the lessons to be learnt seem 
many. We wonder, and are sometimes tempted 
to feel cast down, because of the slowness of our 
progress. It seems to us, perhaps, as though 
the knowledge that our time is so short ought 
to quicken every power ; and we do not find — 
or at any rate do not feel — that this is the case. 
We only feel more and more how unworthy we 
are of all the grace bestowed ; we become more 
and more conscious of our innumerable short- 
comings, of our inability to serve our beloved Lord 
as we desire to do; our utter unfitness for His 
Presence. 

It could hardly be otherwise. The more we realise 
the Love of Christ, the more we must also realise 
our own unworthiness of such Love ; the more we 
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drink in the sweetness of communion with Him, 
the more painfully must we perceive every slightest 
transgression on our own part. We can but fall 
back continually upon His perfect Atonement. 
The truest words for such as we are must ever be — 

* Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy Cross I cling.' 

From first to last, from the beginning of our 
spiritual life to its close, well may we say, most 
lovingly, most trustfully, but also most humbly : — 

* Rock of ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee? 

In Him — in the cleft that was opened /<7r us, we 
hide ourselves, and we are still. Still ; even from 
the restlessness of our longing to serve Him better; 
for does not every proof of our unworthiness be- 
come a proof also of His Love in that abundant 
outpouring of grace which is never for one mo- 
ment withheld ? And do we not know, without 
any doubt whatever, that in His own good time, in 
His own blessed way, Christ will accomplish that 
which He has Himself begun ? Is not His own 
work precious in His sight ; can we not trust Him 
to finish, to His own satisfaction, that which He 
has begun } 

We need no anxious, feverish desire to increase 
our spiritual efforts; no excited eagerness lest 
we should fail in learning all that God would teach 
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us ; we need only a calm and restful perfecting 
of our trust We have only to fix our attention 
more and more entirely on jESUS, to be more and 
more occupied with Himself, to dwell more and 
more continually, and therefore more and more 
peacefully, in His Presence. 

'Abide with us, for it is toward evening, and 
the day is far spent ;'* such was the prayer of the 
disciples who had 'communed with Jesus by the 
way ;' and such is the entreaty of every heart who 
knows the sweetness of that communing. And 
they constrained Him — He was so willing to be 
constrained ! He — at that fervent request — made 
Himself yet more known to them than before : He 
came in to them, and they * supped with Him, and 
He with them.'t So will He still be constrained by 
the loving desire ; He will * abide with us.' More 
closely, more blessedly even than heretofore, will 
He, • the God of all consolation and love,* abide in 
us, and we in Him. 

He will be with us when we pass through the 
valley of the shadow of death. We need shrink 
from no suffering, for the Lord will be our Strength ; 
we need shrink from no temptation, for God giveth 
us the victory in Christ. We shall rest in His 
upholding tenderness; the Everlasting Arms will 
be around us. 

And in a little while — a very little while — we 

♦ S. Luke, xxiv. 29. t Rev. iii. 20. 
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shall no more need to ask, ' Abide with us, O 
Lord/ for we shall be already with Him ; we shall 
see His Face, and His Name shall be upon our 
foreheads. We shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more, neither shall there be any 
more pain ; for all these things shall have passed 
away. 

And the Lamb which is in the midst of the 
Throne shall feed us ; He shall lead us unto living 
fountains of water, and God shall wipe away all 
tears from our eyes.* 

Then shall every longing be fulfilled, every 
yearning satisfied: * In His Presence is the fulness 
of joy, and at His right Hand there are pleasures 
for evermore.' t 

Those who have wept with Jesus here, 

Rejoice with Him above ; 
Who now have held His sufferings dear 

Inherit all His love. 

Washed in the Saviour's precious blood, 

Clad in His raiment white. 
As priests, before the Throne of God, 

They serve Him day and night. 

They sing the praises of the Lamb 

In holiest rapture blest ; 
They see His Face, they bear His Name, 

They lean upon His Breast. 

^ "■ " ' _ ■ 

♦ Rev. vii. i6, 17. t Ps. xvi. 11. 
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His perfect Righteousness their own, 

His Love the crown they wear. 
His joy their glory, and His Throne 

The seat He bids them share. 

O Jesu, holy Bridegroom, come. 

We long Thy Face to see ; 
Bear us to Thine Eternal Home, 

Take us to dwell with Thee ! Amen. 
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